ME: 


Separatiſts 
FROM THE 


PARISH CHURCHES 


CONDEMNE D, 


By a ſober Anſwer to the chief Pleas for 
this diſordrely praGtiſe. 

Wherein is diſcovered how contrary it z, 

1. To the Holy Scriptures. 

2. To the Reaſon of the thing. 

3.To the judgement of the o/d Nox» 
conformiſts. 

4. To Themſelves heretofore. 


Let us follow aſter the things which make for peace 
and the things wherewith one may edifte another. 
Happy is he thas condemneth not bimſelf in #:at thing 

which be alloweth, Rom, 14.v 19, 22, 
London , Printed tor Walter Kettilby, at the 
Biſhops-head in S. Pals Church-yard. 1672. | 
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TO T.HE 
READER: 
7 Chriſtian Reader. | 


T # not a vain bumor of ſcrib- 
ling, nor an affeftation of be- 
#ng an Author, which creates thee 
be trouble of theſe Papers, but 
What great ſenſe 1 have of the ma- 

ifold evils of Separation, which 

re 48 deſtruttive to the ( burch of _ 

briſt, as tearing one member 
tom another is to the natural 
Body. And fince the great 4po- 
le of the Gentiles commands us 
have ſuch a fellow- feeling of 
he ſufferings o the (Chriſtian 


Az Church, 


——_— —_—— _ 


To the Reader. 

Church, the Myſtical Body of Bye 
(brit, whereof we are all mem- $1 
bers, as the members of the na« ys 
tural body have of each others ſufe | 
ferings, T ſhould fear whether 1% 
were a living member of Chrifts 
body, bad 1 not ſome ſmart re ' 
ſentments of theJe rents and divi- © 
frons Which are daily made in it. 
And fince there are thoſe who are\% 
very buſte in juſtifying and widens|"c, 
ing theſe diviſions, ſurely it can be; 
no fault to oppoſe my ſelf to thath h 
growing evil , an attempt, which i 

| #t want ſucceſs, yet may merit a Pl £ 
vourable cenſure. It is well known®®t 
how our ancient — x 
though they ſcrupled the nfe c 
fome Ceremonies then, and ſtill en- 


joyned and prafliſed in onrChurch,| 
Je 


To the Reader. 

" Het did both by their writings and 
- $rattiſe,condemn Separation from 
Baur Pariſh Churches : This bath 
» been juſtly urged againſt the Sees 
[ Faration of ſome among us, who 
 Wftill pretend to be the Succeſſors 
* "of thoſe Peaceable and Confor- 
- nable diflenters , and take it 
very ill to be ranked among 
e ZBrowniſts and Independents, be- 
«Frauſe forſooth they diſown their 
e principles theugh they eſpouſe their 
t Fprattiſes. 
ſj And therefore to vindicate 
-B themſelves in this point, and that 
nf they might not be thought Apo- 
ka ftates from thoſe principles they 

| have fo vebemently contended and 
© foughe for, and that they may a- 
18 void the force of thoſe killing Ar- 


Lguments 


> —— 


To the Reader. 


ments the ancient Puritans urg- 
ed againſt the Browniſts of F 
days, they have endeavoured to 
find out a vaſt difference between® 
the ſlate of the Church now, and 
what it was in thoſe days. q 
The deſign FB of ſelf 4 
Papers is to confider al thoſe} 
pretended differences between the i 
preſent ſtate of our (burch, and © 
What it was in the days of the old | 
Nonconformiſts ;, and if it appear \y, 
there is no material difference ( f 
Which I leave the Reader to be | 
Judge Jit muſt then neceſſarily fol y 
bw by their own ConceſSions, that | 
they are as down-right Schiſ- | 
maticks, as the ancient Browniſts | 
and our preſent Independents are. 
This Ihave endeavoured to ex- © 
amine 


' To the Reader, 


mniue vith Chriſtian candor and 
- @mpartiality , and without any 
e@ther home of ſtile, than what 
oFghe ſharpneſs of an Argument 
2 pives it. 1 beſeech thee Reader to 
I FXonfider it with all due candor and 

Fmpartiality, and joyn thy prayers 
e $o mine, that God would at length 
e reſtore peace and unity to bis 
1 bar th, 


Farewel. 


ERRATA. 


YAge 34. line 24, for Reformation , read 
| Reſtauration, p. 41. |. 1c, for that, ve: 
thes, p.57.1.1 1. for Marks, r. Mark , p.6z. 
5. for A true Religion, r, The true Religie 
p. 80. 1.17.for as, r. at, p.101, 1.23.for by, r.t 
and inthe next line for to, r,by, p.x 27. 1.1o.for 
mentable,r.lamentable,p.155.1,18, for Art,r. AF 


P- 157. 1.it1.for which, t.when, p.162,1.13. fo 
16 7. with, 


(1) 


A | 
Sober Anſvyer 


TO THE 


AIN ARGUMENTS 


f che New Separatiſts from 
he Pariſh Churches, to ſtop the 
Courſe of their deſiruRive 
SEPAaration. 


_—_ — 


þ, Argument - I. 
ch Minifters as the Scriptures 


command us to Avoid , and 
bave No company with , nor 
ſo much as Eat with, are not 
i to be joyn'd with in. Church 
Communion as. our Paſtors ; 
But thoſe that by ſubſcription, 
and open declaration to the 


B Church 


Avyl. 1. 


Grotius 
Righr of 
higheſt 
power, 


p 


(2) 
Church in their Miniſtry, do 


abſolve all the _ in- the 
Three Kingdoms from the ob- 
ligation of Reformation , in 
caſe of very great Church- 
corruptions, and juſtifie them 
all from the guilt of perjury, 
are ſuch. Ergo, 


Y thoſe Scripture Precepts 
to Turn from, Avoid, and 
Not eat with the wicked ; 


*Tis manifeſt,faith Groti, 
No a& is ſignified greater than 2 
private one; For what is the Church 
here bid to do, but whata Diſciple 
doth , when he deferterh an Evil 
Door ; or honeſt men do, when 
they renounce the friendſhip or 
ſociety of their Companioss fallen 
into wickedneſs. 
DoRor Hammond alſo interpret- 
eth the Apoſtles prohibition of the 
Corin- 


(3) 


Corinthians to eat with wicked 
Church-Members, to: be meant of 
intimate familiarity with them; ſo 
doth the Engliſh Annorators, 

Bur they will ſay, If a man may 
not hold Civil Communion with 
ſuch, much leſs may he hold Church 
Communion. 

This Inference the Separatiſts 
made in Caivis's dayes. Take it in 
his own words, *© Here (ſaith he) 
* they cry out, if it be not lawful 
*ro eat common bread, how 
* may it be lawful to cat the 
* bread of the Lord, To which he 
© anſwereth, ©* VVhereas they think 
© it Sacriledge to be partakers of 
© the Lords bread with them, ſpeak- 
* ing of wicked men, they are 
*© therein much more rigorous than 
* Paul; for where he exhorteth us 
*toa holy and pure partaking, he 


has requireth not that one ſhould exa- 


* mine another, or every one the 
* whole Church, but each man 
B 2 * himſc]f, 


Annor, 
upon T 
Cor.5.11, 


Object. 


Anſw. 


Caluins 
laſtit, P+ 
343- 


(3) 

& himſelf ; whereby he ſheweth 
* that the company of wicked men 
« atthe Lords 'Table do not hurt the 
* godly 3 He that eateth unwor- 
< thily, eaterh judgment ro himſelf, 
* not tO others, 

Then again he ſaith, ** Ir is not 
* in the power of private perſons 
© to determine the Communicants 
{« at the Lords Table z they have nor 
© the judgment of office. 

Again, ** I do indeed, faith he, 
* not deny, Thar it is the doing 0 
* a godly man, to withdraw himſelf 
©* from all private company of evil 
© men, to have no willing familiari- 
**ty with them. Bur it is one thing 
« to flee the company of Evil men, 
* and another thing, for hatred 
© them, to flee the communion l 
* the Church, 

To be ſhorr, {ince it 1s in the 
power of private perſons, tochooſ: 
who they will ordinarily, and fre. 


quently converſe wkh at their own 
Tabk 


(5) 
Table and in common Converſati- 
on , but nor at the Lords: and 
2!) That doing their own duty, they 


-© are in no danger of being hurt by 


the wickedneſs of Communicants at 
the Lords Table : and 3' that ex- 
perience proverh familiar Conver- 
ſation with wicked men to be ex- 
trreme dangerous : it followeth that 
men may lawfully hold Church- 
Communion, where they may nor 
hold Civil. 

2+ Bur if the Seripture precepts, 
to Withdraw from, Avoid, and nor 
Eat with the Wicked, may poſſibly 


be extended ro Church-Commnu- 


nion, which I do believe ; Then ſuo 
ordine , to every one in their own 
order and place; for God is the 
God of order , and not of confu- 
lion, As they reſpethe Governors 
of the Church, they call upon them 
for the infliting of Church Cen- 
-E ſures : As they reſpeR the People, 
they put them upon mmding their 

B 3 Officers 


(6) 
Officers of their duty, and call for 
their own concurrence with them 
therein ; bur not to ſeparation, if 
that be negleed. 

The brethren ſhould diſtinguiſh 
between an Orderly Motion of the 
Church Members in their ſeveral 
capacities to the putting bad Mini- 
ſters and People out of the Church : 
Anda DisorRDERLYCOMMOTION 
by the irregular withdrawing and 
ſeparating of a Party FxRox the 
Church. Perhaps the firſt may be 
inferr'd from thoſe prohibitions, to 
Eat with the wicked ; but the laſt, 
which is the praQical Inference of 
the Brethren, is abſurd, becauſe it 
cannot be done without culpable 
Schiſm , andthreatning the ruin of 
the whole , by cutting the Church 
into ſhreds, and dividing the houſe 
of Chriſt within it ſelf, which when- 
ſoever it falleth our, Chriſt ſaith, 
That houſe cannor ſtand. 

\ 3+ If it wereno fin to hold Com- 
mUu;1on 
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munion with Prieſts, ſons of Belzal, 
that knew notthe Lord z then ſure- 
ly itis :0 fin to maintain commu- 
nion with Paſtars, thaugh guilty: of 
as bad crimes as thoſe 'mentioned 
in the Argument of the: Brethren - 
But it was no {in to hold Commu- 
nion with Hophni, and Phineas, the 
ewo Sons of £11, being Prieſts, not- 
withſtanding the enormous wicked- 
neſs of thoſe men, . we find no Pre- 
cept to the People to diſown Church 
Communion with them, ſo long as 
they ſtood legally poſſeſt of the 
Prieſts Office ; but on the contrary, 
the People that took the ſcandal , 
and began to abhor the Ordinances 
for their ſake, are called tranſgre(- 
ſors, 15am, 2. 24. 

The wicked Scribes and Phari- 
ſees , though our Saviour told- the 
People they were covetous Hypo- 
crites, blind Guides , ſuperſtitious, 
making void the Commandments of 
God by their own Traditions ; ſuch 


ManbF.2z3. 


($8) 
as without repentance could not e- 
ſcape the damnation of hell : Yet 
for that they ſat in Aoſes Chair 
reaching the Law, Chriſt not only 

Manh,:3; alloweth, but commandeth the Peo- 

2. ple to hear them, And Mr, Nor- 
tn of New- England teacheth, That 
his Precept to hear them, import- 
eth full Church Communion with 
them. Ir is therefore no {in , bur a 
duty (as the caſe may be) to hold 
Communion with Miniſters guilty 
of as bad crimes as the Brethren in- 
ſinuate the Pariſh Miniſters to be 
guilty of. | 

Perſonal crimes in allowed pub- 
lick Miniſters will not” juſtifie diſ- 
owning them in Church Admini- 
rations 3 and all that is affirmed in 
the Brethrens Argument againſt the 
Publick Miniſters, are but perſonal 
crimes : So that though all were 
rue which is alledged againſt them, 
it would not thence follow, that it 
were a {in to joyn in Church com- 

munton 


(9) 


munion with them, as Paſtors, To 
this purpoſe Calvis, 

* Nothing is added or diminiſh- Calv. In- 
& ed by the worthineſsor unworthi- ms | - 

« ** neſs. of him by whom the Sacra- 

© ments are delivered; and even 
« as among. men , if a Letter be 
«ſent, ſo the hand and ſeal be 
«known:, it maketh no matter 
*© what manner of man be the Car- 
*rier; Even fo it ought to ſuffice 
© us, to:'know the hand and (cal of 
'the Lord in his Sacraments, by 
* what Carrier fſoever they be 
© brought. Hereby, ſaith he, the 
* Error of the Donatiſts is well 
*confured , which meaſured the 
* force and value of the Sacrament, 
* by the worthineſs of the Mini- 
© niſters. It nothing hindered the 
* Jews to be circumciſed of un- 
* clean Prieſts or Apoſtates, 

4. The grievous crimes charged 
nthe Minor, upon Oneand All the 
Publick Miniſters, are onely confi- 

dently 


(10) 
dently aſſerted; not proved, nor any 
ching ſaid in order thereunto ; there. 
fore may juſtly be negleQed. 

5- If we ſhould never have com- 
munions with Paſtors, that one. par- 
ry or other have not charged: with 
the like crimes , we ſhould never 
have held communion with any in 
£nolandtor many years: I am'griev 
ed toſpeak it ;; For as the: preſent 
Conformiſts, for abjuring the Cove 
nant , are now called perjured. per 
ſons by the offended Brethren, be 
cauſe they renounced the Cove 
nant : So were the Non-Confor. 
miſts themſelves called perjured 
perſons by the Conformiſts beretc 
fore, becauſe they took the Solemn 
League and Covenant, being in their 
judgments croſs to divers Oat 
formerly taken by multitudes 06 
themſelves, particularly the Oaths 
of Allegeance, Supremacy, and C# 
nonical Obedience. 

6, Very wiſe and conſcientious 

men 


(1r) 

men, think the Subſeriptions and o- 
pen Declarations the Obje&jon 
ſpeaketh of , doth not hinder the 
"Ruſe of any Moral Endeavours of 
"Reformation #» the Government, 
bur only ſediriow Endeavours of 
Extirpation of the Government now 
eſtabliſht by law. And if the $So- 
Jlemn League and Covenant, here- 

"IF rofore raken, bound men to ule any 
CF [ſuch Endeavours,co deſtroy the pub- 
lick Eſtabliſhment then ih being, or 
now re-eſtabliſhed, ir ought to be 
repented of, and not ſtood to, ex- 
"cept Sedition and Rebellion be no 
J ſin. The Brethren ſhould diſtin- 

OF ouich upon the obligation from the 
Solemn League and Covenant 
r. As it contain'd a new obligation 
to do ſome things which we are all 
bound to, if we had never taken it ; 
namely, in our places and callings, 
to endeavour Church-Reformation, 
according to the word of God. 
Now, in this ſenſe, no body isen- 
joyned 


(12) 

joyned to declare againſt it, whichJſa 

the Objeors do not conſider. Butfof 
only in the ſecond place, as it con- 
taineth an obligation in ourPlaces & 
Callings,and with our lives and for- 
tunes to endeavour the extirpation 
. of Church-government by -:Arch- 
Biſhops, and Biſhops, 8c. and by 
this means to. overthrow our fixed 
Ecclefiaſtical State ; ro root out the 
Government eſtabliſhed by law, 
which 1. The King took his Oath 
to maintain , at his Coronation 
2, The Government confirmed by 
Magna Charta, and by thirty Parli- 
amentss 3. And that enjoyned and 
taken without the Kings conſent : for 
the Covenant ſaith nor we ſhall en- 
deavour to root out Prelacy [If the 
King will give leave] : Nay 4. Con- 
trary to the Kings Proclamation , 
Ottober 9, 1643. wherein he ad- 
moniſheth his Subje&Rs to beware 
of it, and prohibiteth them to take 
it upon their Oaths of Allegeance, 
ſaying, 


(13) 


ſaying, that whatever the pretences 
of it were, it was in truth nothing 

- but a traircrous ſeditious Combina- 
tion againſt him, and the eſtabliſht 

-E Religion , and Laws of the King- 
dom : 5. A Government which 
Grotizs telleth us is repugnant to no G1tius 
Law Divine , bur ir is approved by 5. ory 
Divine Law , That the Univerſal pour. 
Church hath received it , That this 
Prelacy hath its pattern in the Law 

h | Natural and Moſaical, and had its 

; © beginning in the Apoſtolical times; 

y £ and thar the hiſtory of all times pro- 
claimerh che many commodities that 
have come to the Church by it: 
And which wiſe Fregivil, a man 
of a deep head, as Biſhop Hall cal- 
leth him, ſpeaking particularly of 
the Engliſh Prelacy , faith, it is 
grounded on Gods word; and that 
in ſuch a mighty Church, as the 
Church of Exgland is, the STATE 
of the Church ought to be preſer- 
ved ; for Equality, he ſaith, _ be 

urt- 


Calvia's 
Epiſt. ad 
Keg. Pol. 
p- 1403 
141. 


Z mch. 
Theſ. de 
Tera Ke- 


f ormandeha- 
rum Eccle- 


A710 7 A- 
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 * word will eaſily underſtand, that 


(14) 
hurtful to the State, and in time 
breed confuſion, A Government 
which Ca/vin commendeth to the © 
King of Poland, that for order ſake 
in ſo great a Kingdom, he adviferh 
the King to eſtabliſh Biſhops in e-P* 
very Province, and over them an 
Arch-Biſhop and Primate. % 

Zaxchy faith, © He that will re- 
© ceive and follow the uſe and the 0- 
© pinion of the Univerſal Church, in 
* all rimes and places unto this age ; 
« for a certain Interpreter of Gods 


'© the ſeveral degrees of Pricſts and 
* Biſhops, in the Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
*©yernment, are, and ever were, 
© according to Gods Word : there- 
«* fore where they ſtand flill, they F* 
* muſt not be aboliſhed ; and where 
© the contrarietyof times hath abo- 
© liſhed them, & nor ſuffcred them, 
* they muſt be ſet up again, And 
that with Calvin he ſaith, ** They 
* are worthy of any execration 
* ehat 


(C15) 
« that will not ſubmit themſelves to 
ne © char Hierarchy that ſubmitteth ir 
he | ſelf to the Lord Jeſus. 
kef- Again, this is his Proteſtation , 
th] That before God, and in his con- 
e-|* ſcience, he held them all for no 
anÞ© better than Schiſmarticks, that ſer 

© this down, asapartof the Refor- 
-e- |'* mation of Churches, to have no 
o-|** Biſhops, that have any Eminence 
in of degree and Authority , above 
e :|© their true fellow Prieſts , where 
>& * they may well be had. 
12k Ds Moulin alſotelleth us: © That Buckler of 
nd f*the: Superioriry of the Engliſh aire 
o-F* Biſhops hath been approved by ricle of 
re, ff the moſt worthy Paſtors of the &*F*ocb 
e- | French Churches. That it was ov, - 
ey {| neceſſity, not any Theological de- 
-re © cifion , made France a Church 
* without Biſhops. 
Marti Bucer , for the weal of Er 
he Church of England , he being br once 
> aliſt in the work of Reformati- 44 cif. 
n , © We muſt endeavour, _ Techs 2. 
.. he, 


(16) 
« he, that all the manner and di- 
<« tribution of Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
« vernment, which the Canons 
© preſcribed to Biſhops and Metro- 
{« politanes, be reſtored and main- 
© rained. 
Bexa's E- Likewiſe Be declared his dif- 
piltle © like of thoſe that: reſiſted Epiſco- 
— pal power, where it was eſtabliſh- 
the Eng- ed, He exhorteth ſome diſſenting 
+ Brethren in Englend, That leaving 
all bitterneſs they ſhould obey the 
Queen, and all the Prelates with a 
free heartz and called it ſelf-con- 
ceited pride in them that rejeQed 
their Authority. 
S. Ferome telleth us, © That it 
© was decreed all the world over, 
* that One choſen from among 
* the Presbyters - ſhould be ſ + 0- 
« ver the Reſt, to whom all the 
*© Care of the Church ſhould per: 
* tain, Further ſaith, © The Chur- 
* ches ſafety conſiſteth in the digni- 
** ry of the chief Prieſt, that is, 
<« Biſhop; 


(17) 
« Biſhop, to whom if there be nor 
© piven a SUPERIOR POVVER 0- 
«yer all the Reſt, there will be 
* made ſo many Schiſms in the 
- 8 <* Church, as there be Prieſts. lr 
ſeemeth then in his time, that Ex- 
perience had prompted all Chriſtian 
Nations to ſet up Prelacy in the 
Church : and that not ofhly a Pre- 
lacy of Place, but Power, as that 
which was for the good of the 
Church. And Grotiwe telleth us , Righr «£ 
that whoſoever ſhall affirm Epiſco- *'"<* 
pal Eminence to be unlawful, ; 
charge the Church in all Ages, nor 
onely with folly, but impiery. 
. Mr. Baxter telleth usalſo, © That Baxter of 
© Epiſcopacy was no ſuch upſtare £3 
* thing, nor defended by ſuch con- me, v. 
* temprible reaſons, as that the Cone 39 
*rrovcrlie is like to die with this 
* Age ; undoubtedly there will be a 
f learned and godly party for ic 
* while the world endureth. And in 
another place , © That ſome of the 
rre* 


(18) 
© Prelates were venerable for their 
« Admirable learning and piety, and 
© that Prelacy had not a few mean 
© perſons to avorn and credit it. 

What a prodigious error then , 
and evil was it (all theſe rings con- 
ſidered, ) to enter into 2 foulemn 
League and Covenant, without any 
more ado, (not ſo much as conſule- 
ing the Biſhops) to extirpate the 
very Government it ſelf, co intro- 
duce we knew not what in the 
room , as experience quickly pro- 
ved. | 

Three things are neceſſary, ſaith 
learned Biſhop Bramball , to make 
a publick Reformation lawful, Fu/ 
Grounds, Due Moderation, Sufficient 
Ambority, There may be Juſt 
Grounds without Sufficient Autho- 
rity, and Sufficient Authority with- 
out Juſt Grounds ; and both Suffi- | 
cient Authority, and Juſt Grounds, 
withour Due Moderation, Bur he 
ſaith, they arc all neceſſary to con- 
cur 


— 


(19) 
cur to make a publick Reforrmation 
lawfal : But the Reformation de- 
ſigned by the Scotch Covenant , to 


| root out Prelacy , hid noe of all 


theſe three Ingredients of a lawful 
Reformation in it 5 neither Jilt 
Groutids, Due Moderation , nor 
Lawful Authority ; and therefote 
the Covenant to effe&t ſuch a Re- 
—_— muſt needs be unlaw- 
ul. | 

To ſum up all then, 1. Hete was 
no Faſt Grounds to rake ſuch a Co- 
venanit, becauſe for National Chuc- 
ches, where are Kings at head of 
them, it is not only a lawfnl, but the - 
beſt Govetnthent, in the juds ment 
of the wiſe(t and greateſt Students of 
Divinity in the whole world. 

2. As there was'no good grounds 


_ | to take it, fo there was no Due 


— 


| Moderation inthe taktirg of it ; for 


that the Biſhops, whoſe intereſt 
both fot themfelves 2hd the Chttrch 
was deeply concern'd, were never 

C 2 call'd 
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call'd to a free debate upon it ; fo 
that it was wnjuſt, uncharitable, and 
diſingenuens, 

3. There was no Sufficient Au- 
thority to impoſe it , becauſe the 
King, whom the Brethren by their 
Oath of Supremacy had acknow- 
ledged was within his Dominions 
ſupreme in all Eccleſiaſticall Cau- 
ſes, he did by Proclamation de- 
clare againſt bir, and prohibit his 
Subje&s the raking of it. 

This being the truth of the caſe, 
the Solemn League and Covenant 
to root out Prelacy, was ſinful both 
for matter and form ; and there- 
fore not to be flood too , but -re- 
pentcd of. And the Conformiſts 
by abjuring the Covenant, as it 
bound men to ſuch diſorderly re- 
formations, arc ſo far from abſol- 
ving the people from lawful endea- 
vours of Church-Reformation , or 
juſtifying them from perjury, that 
they only teach them to pay = 
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debt of repentance, for a notorious 
breach of the fifth Commandment, 
and unjuſt violation of former law- 
ful Oaths , evils which they hap- 
pened to fall into in a hurry of 
times, by the erroneous Doarines 
and bad Example of their Leaders, 
which -may teach the people for 
the furure co ſtudy to be quier, and 
do their own buſineſs, and take 
heed who, how, and what they 
hear. 

7. And laſtly, let the excellence 
worth both for piety, parts, learn- 
ing, and zeal for holinefs of many 
Conformiſts be conſidered, the dire 
of this Argument cannor ſtick on 
them : Bur when perſons through 
miſtake or diſcontent ſeparare from 
a Church and Miniſtry, they myſt 
either make the Charch and Miniſtry 
vile, or their ſeparation will make 
them vile. Men love not to be 
thought to do evil. 


C3 Argu- 
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Argument Il I, 


mm_ a ww, i 


If we beld Communion with the 
Publick Minifters , we ſhall 
hold (ommunion with them 
in their publick Muiiſterial 
fins : It is therefore a duty to 
ſeparate. 


ww Oo 


the publick Miniftcrs One 
and All guilty of horrible crimes 
without proof 5 and then that them- 
ſelves ſhall partake with them in 
their guilt, if they own them for 
Paſtors. By ſuch imaginations as 
theſe, the Devil for many years laſt 
paſt, hath cheated the poor people 
of England, and rob'd them of the 
chiefeſt gifts of the Church. Upon 
this ground Robinſon, Cann, and the 
reſt of the rigid Brcwniſfts , pluckr 
| | away 


Anſw, 1, Tos Brethren firſt conclude 
| 
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away the Children of the Church 
from the breaſts of their own Mo- 
ther, and put them to Nurſe in the 
ſeparate Congregations, and ruin'd 
them, Read Mr, Baxters Epiſtle 10 
the ſeparate Congregations. 

2. The publick profeſſed Mini- 
ſerial fins of the Publick Miniſtry 
thar the Obje&or ſpeaketh of , if 
there be any, are only ſins of igno- 
rance, otherwiſe it 15 not like ſo 
many worthy men ſhould venture 
on them : Or indeed were the pub- 
lick profeſſions, which the Ob;eQor 
calleth fins, ſo indeed, it is much 
that ſuch and ſo many hundred pro- 
found judgments ſhquld nor be con- 
vinced of their finfulneſs. Burt 

3. Let that fall out how it will, 
the ground of the Brethrens ſepara- 
tion on that account is not good - 
for that holding communion with 
Miniſters barely as Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, ( and the Common-people 
can be charged with no other) will 

C 4 not 
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not make people participate with 
them of their Miniſterial (ins. "Tis 
one thing to partake of a Miniſters 
ifrs, and Chriſts Sacraments by hjs 
Cands another thing tro communi- 
cate of his fins. Again , 'Tis one 
thing to participate with a Miniſter 
in the Miniſtry of that which is 
good, another thing to participate 
with him in the guilt of chat which 
is evil. Now I ſay Gods people 
may partake of the Miniſters Gifts, 
and Chriſts Sacraments by his hand, 
withour participation of the guilr 
of his perſonal or Miniſterial evils ; 
Or elſe the holy Prophets and peo- 
ple of old would never have held 
Church-communion with the wick- 
ed Prieſts in their times neither 
would Chriſt have commanded his 
Diſciples ro communicate in the 
- of the Scribes and Phariſees 
1tting in Moſes Chair, of whom he 
told his Diſciples at the ſame time, 
that they were wicked men, thar 
ſaid, and did nor. 4. If 
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4. If the brethren themſelves 
could not partake of their own Mi- 
niſters miniſterial gifcs,withour par- 
ticipating of their miniſterial ſins, 
they had better never communicate 
with them at all. Oh ! how great 
and how many were the miniſterial 
fins of the Paſtors of divided parties, 
in our late confultons upoa unhin- 
ging the Government; one party 
prayeth againſt another as Schiſqa- 
ticks ; che other preacherh and pray- 
eth againſt them as Tyrants ; a 
third party preacheth and prayeth 
againſt them both , as Antichriſti- 
an Miniſters ; a fourth party preach- 
eth, and prayeth,and writeth againſt 
them all, as under the fourth Beaſt, 
ignorant of the work of the day, 
railing on Superiours. Should the 
poor people, by joyning in Church- 
communion with Paſtors, b:come 

ily of rheir miniſterial ſins there- 

y, they are ſometimes ſo great and 
ſo many, that it would go near to 
juſtify 


(26) 
ſify the negle& of all Ordinances, 
and all Miniſters. 

5. And laſtly. The Brethren that 
obje&, for the moſt part, do not 
ſcruple to hold communion with 
publick Miniſters in prayer and 

eaching , which ſure they would 
not do, if they thought they ſhould 
partake with them of their mini- 
ſterial ſins thereby. And what good 
reaſon can be given, why Commu- 


nion in the Sacraments ſhould make |, 


perſons partake of the miniſterial 


fins of the Adminiſtrator, any more |, ; 


than communion with them in pray- 
er and preaching >? 


Argument 


(27) 


Argument [I IT. 


If the Pariſh Churches be fiil'd 
with "Uſurpers,”,and the true 
Miniſters thruſt into Corners, 
then tis no fan (0 ſeparate, 


1, F Ecthe Brethren learn of Mr, Azſw. 
Baxter, © The Church is parer's 
*bound, ſaith he, to rake many a Chuc- 
ao Govern= 
min as a true Minifter to Them, nc 
* aud receive the Qrdinances from p. 131: 
' hica in faith , and expeRation of a 
* bleſſing upon promiſe , who yer 
* before God is a finful Invader , 
an Uſurper of the Miniſtry, and 
© ſhall be condemned for it, 
2. But the preſent Pariſh Mini- 
ters are no Uſrpers. 
To uſurp is to take poſſeſſion 
of a place, once belon7zing to ano- 
ther, without or agaanft law. The 
ariſh Miniſters now do not take 
thcir 


(28) 
their places without or againſt law; 
and therefore are no Uſurpers, but 
erue and lawful poſſeſſors of their 
places 

3. What was that created the 
Brethrens right , in their opinion , 
eo publick places in the Long Par- 
liament dayes, and owed others, 
but ſubje&ion to the Laws ( ſuch 
as they were) then in being for that 
purpoſe 2 Now if obedience to the 
queſtionable Laws then in being 
ſerved them then to diſtinguiſh 
chem from Uſurpers, ſurely by a 
far higher reaſon, obedience tothe 
undoubred Laws now will juſtify 
the right of preſent publick Mini- 
ſters, and diſtinguiſh them from U. 
ſurpers. 

4. When the Parliament put 
down the Epiſcopal Party, and ſet 
up the Presbyterian and Inde- 
pendant, the Brethren did not like 
to be called Uſprpers , but the E- 
piſcopal Party did alwayes reckon 
them 
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them ſo , becauſe they took them 
ro.come into other mens places not 
legally excluded , bur meerly by 
the power of force , without the 
power of right. 

5. When King Solomon thought 
good to put down Abtathar, and 
ſer up Zadoc in his room, Zager 
was no Uſurper, 


Argument IV. 
Te is fin for Chriſtians to be 


without Diſcipline, and a more 
profitable Miniſtry, when they 
may have it. The Pariſh Chur- 
ches are without diſcipline, and 
have a leſs profitable Mini- 
ſtry. It is therefore no fin to 
to ſeparate. 


I, [* is indeed a (in for Chriſtians 4»ſw. 


to content themſelves with- 
out 


( 30) 
out Diſcipline, and the moſt pro- 
firable Miniſtry , when they may 
have it in a Jawfal way z that is, by 
Prayers to God, humble Addrefles 
to Authority, faithful Performances 
of Duty, both ro Miniſters and 
Church-membe's : though ir thould 
alwayes be remembred, that the 
Rod is not of the eſſence of the Fa- 


mily.: Ir concerneth the well-betng, | 


but not the being of it. But to 
ſeparate from the Church, and ga- 
ther Churches out of the Pariſh- 
Churches, and fo to ſet up Altar a- 
gainſt Alrar rocome at it, this ſeem- 
eth a moſt unlawful courſe of ſeek- 
ing it: this is rodeſerve perſonal diſ- 
cipline ones ſelf, for taking a bad 
courſe to -come ar Church dilci- 
pline upon ethers, 1. Becauſe 'tis 
ro do evil that good may come 
thereof. 2. *Tis a practiſe which 
no Scripture Precepr or Example 
countenanceth, The Scripture Chur- 
ches,both Old and New, were moſt 
grie- 


(31) 
grievouſly corrupted for want of 
diſcipline 3 but the Prophers, Chriſt, -preawmacy 
Apoſiles did all hold full communi- ,,"* '7: 
on wich chem notwithſtanding, and Marth. zz, 
commanded others to do the like, * 

3. Becauſe to ſeparate from' the 
Church, 45 iz the nature of the thing 

co deſtroy the Church, and that 4i- 

rectly. © Building the Church, ſaith 

* Mr, Baxter, is but an orderly joyn- Baze. Ep. 


to Saints , 


I ©ing of materials, what then is diſ- 8.1; 


*joyning bur pulling down > This is 
*to cure the Church by cutting her 
* throat, ſaith he. 

4. The Judgments of the moſt 
learned Divines are utterly againſt 
ſeparation for the want of diſci- 
pline. St. Auftin inveighing againſt 
the Donatiſts ſeparation upon the cazjnr 
ſame pretence, ſaith thus. © The #7: 
* devices of ſeparation are vain and * *'? 
© hurtful, and full of ſacriledge, be- 
"cauſe they are wngodly, and proud, 

"and do much more trouble the 
* weak good ones, than they amend 
*rhe 


Caluias 
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the ſtout evil ones. 
Calvin calleth the ſeparation of 


laft. 1.4. the Donatiſts, becauſe the Biſhops 


Cap. Iz, 
413. 


did negleR diſcipline , An angodly 
Schiſms And to doe like the 
Anabpriſts of his time. Let the 
Brethren conſider this, © He is free 


* and diſcharged from curſe, faith 


St. Auſtin ; and Calvin from him, 
© Who ever he be, that either by 
© rebuking amendeth what he can ; 
* or what he cannot amend, exclu- 
© deth, ſaving the band rf peace: 
© What he cannat amend, ſaving theſſ 
© band of peace, he doth diſallow 
© with equity, and bear with ſted- 
© faſtnels. 

St. Cyprian to the ſame purpoſe. 
©Ler a man therefore mercitully 
© corre what he can, and whar he 
* cannot, ct him patiently ſuffer, 
* and with love grieve and lament 
© it. 

To this purpole Mr, Baxter. 
* Proud men, ſaith he, will not grow 

*10 
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© in the ſame Field or Chugch where 5: Ee: 
©ſuch Tares do grow , but will —_ 
*tranſplane themſclves, and remove Congre- 
© from the field , becauſe God will 5m 
* not pluck up the Tares; eſpe- 
* cially if any minifterial neglef# of 
* diſcipline be conjoyned ;” as too 
*commonly ir is; and inſtead of 
* blaming racir own pride, they lay 
* che blame on the corruptions of the 
* Church, | 
2. I prove the Pariſh Churches 
*K are not without diſcipline, whether 
we reſpe& the Power or actual Ex- 
erciſe of diſcipline. That they have 
"| ſome power of diſcipline , 1 prove, 
1. From the Ticle of Recor, which 
-Ethe 'Law giveth” co all Parſons of 
Pariſhes; 2. From the Rubrick , 
where the Miniſter is not only au- 
thorzſed, bur comman{ged to kee 
all ſcandalous perſons from the Sa- 
crament of che Lords Supper ; Ang 
3. from the Canon,where it is writ- 
ten, No Miniſter ſhail, inany wile, 
a | adam? 
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mit 10 the holy Communion any of 
his Care jA Flock , which be openly 
knows to live in any natoriess ſin, 
without repentance ; nor any whith 
have maliclouſly and openly contend- 
ded with their Neighbour, until they 
fhall be reconciled. 4. Every Pa- 
riſh Church hath Wardens under 
Oath, to preſent all ſcandalous (in- 
ners,.in order to puniſhment for 
their offences, 5. And laſtly, Di- 
vers perſons, both Miniſters and o- 
thers, that have beep proved ſcanda- 
lous, have ſuffered cenſure, bath in 
and about Londen, and elſe-where, 
To ſay nothing of the Exeommuni- 
cation of Quakers, and others, 
whom the Brethren did alwayes 
judge worthy of cenſure. 

Some are of opinion, that there 
have been more proper as of dil- 
cipline performed in the Pari(h 
Churches, upon juſt offenders, fince 
the Reformation of the Biſhops, in a 
few years, than was in all the oy 
0 


(35) 
of their abſencez though not ſo 
much as ſhould þe and naght be, 
if Officers and People did their du- 
ty. And the Brethren that gom- 
plain Chauld configer how far them- 
ſelves are acceflary to the want of 
diſcipline , by their withdrawing 
their brotherly afliſtgnce ; for rthar 
diſcipline muſt hegia ar the People, 
ſaid Mr, RES the 
Independants that made this obje- 
Qian. 

© Beſides, I cannot approve of the 
© praRiſe of thoſe, ſaith Mr, Zax- 
* zer, that becauſe moſk of the world 
© are naught, do therefare conclude 
* men dogs and ſwine, before thar 
*eyer they did faithfully and laving- 
*ly admoniſh them, or perhaps be- 
* fore ever they have known them, 


"or ſpoken with them ; and here- | 


*upon will not communicate with 


* them in the Lords Supper, but fe- Bizters 


* parate #nto diſtin? Cougregations; 


Epift. to 


Saints 


"I perſwade to no {uch #xgod!y ſe- R 8. 
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mit 10 ths holy Communion any 0 
his Care dy Flock , which be openly 
knows to live in any naoriees ſin, 
without repentance ; wor any which 
have maliclouſly and openly contend- 
ded with their Neighbour, until they 
fhall be reconciled. 4. Every Pa- 
riſh Church hath Wardens under 
Oath, to preſent all ſcandalous (in- 
ners,.in order to puniſhment for 
their offences, 5. And laſtly, Di- 
vers perſons, both Miniſters and o- 
thers, that have beep proved ſcanda- 
lous, have ſuffered cenſure, bath in 
and about Londen, and elſe-where, 
To ſay nothing of the Exeommuni- 
cation of Quakers, and others, 
whom the Brethren did alwayes 
judge worthy of cenſure. 

Some are of opinion, that there 
have been more proper acts of dil- 
cipline performed in the Pariſh 
Churches, upon juſt offenders, fince 
the Reformation of the Biſhops, in a 
few years, than was in all the time 


of 
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of their | abſence 3 though not ſo 
much .as ſhould þe and night be, 
if Officers and People did their du- 
ty. Ang the Brethren that gom- 
plain Chauld conſiger how far them- 
ſelves are acceflary to the want af 
diſcipline , by their withdrawing 
their brotherly afliſtance ; for thar 
diſcipline muſt hegia ar the People, 
ſaid Mr, ane to the 
Independants that made this obje- 
Qian. | 

© Beſides, I cannot approve of the 
* praRiiſe of thoſe, ſaith Mr, 34x- 


| © zer, that becauſe moſk of the world 


© are naught, do therefare conclude 
* men dogs and ſwine, befare thar 
* eyer they did faithfully and laving- 
*ly admoniſh them, or perhaps be- 
* fore ever they have known rhe, 
*or ſpoken with them ; and here- | 
*upon will not communicate with 


* them in the Lords Supper, hut (e- Bixters 


* parate into diſtinf Cougreg ations; 
"1 per{wade to no ſuch #ngodly ſe- R 8. 
D 2 paration, 
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© paration. The Brethren that ſepa: 
rate, negle&@ their duty in order tg 
diſcipline, and then ſeparate from 
the Church for want of diſcipline. 

3+ If the want of diſcipline will 

juſtifie ſeparation from the Pariſh 
Churches now , then it would ju- 

ſtific the ſeparation of the Inde- 
pendants, and Browniſts in the Long 
Parliaments days': For Mr. Baxter 
Reform's ſaith, The Presbyterians then had 
py. 16, ſhewn their Government in Paper, 
—_— not in Actions, Thar they generally 
P:for. had ſertled in aconſtant negleR of 
diſcipline many years together, 

Thar their praQice, to let none par- 

take of the Sacrament thar refuſed 

to be examined , at the ſame time 

leaving them ſtared Members un- 
cenſured , was rather to gather 
Churches out of Churches, than to 
execute any proper a& of diſcipline: 

or to this effe&, &c,with much more 

ro the ſame purpoſe, | 

Let the Brethren take notice by 

c 
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the way, what a deep ſenſe of evil 
Mr. Baxter bad of gathering Chur- 
ches out of the Pariſh Churches : 
And ler not the Brethren think it a 
ſmall matter to juſtific all the ſepa- 
rations from the Pariſh Churches in 
their days, againſt which they ſo 
mightily exclaimed heretofore. Is 
it a light matter to harden all the 
Seas in England thay have ſepa- 
rated from the Church. 

Again, With what fincerity can 
the Brethren pretend the want of 
diſcipline -, to juſtifie ſeparation 
from the Pariſh Churches, that for 
many years together ſettled in a 
conſtant negle& of it > 

4: And laſtly, Whereas ir isſaid, 
The ſeparating Miniſters are the 
more profitable, and the more live- 
ly Miniſters, 

I anſwer, I will not deny but that 
ſome , yea many of the Miviſters, 
that are now laid afide, while they 
had their miniſtertal ſtanding in the 
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Pariſh Churches, and Catholick 
Communion, were profitable ; but 
the beſt of therti not more profi- 
table than many rhat now take their 
places in the publizk Eſtabliſhment, 
if ſo profitable, Compariſons we 
ſay are odious, _ | 
Bur ler them however be never 
ſo profitable, if they once become 
Paſtors of ſtated oppoſite Afſem- 
blies to the Pariſh Churches, they 
/ may continue zealous, but rhey ſhall 

, ceafe to be-profirable as ro the great 

/ ends of a Golpel Miniſtry. 

___ Mr. Baxvtry telleth the Separariſts 
Epiſtle :o from the Pariſh Churches, Thar the 
ſeparare Phariſees Lirurgy is of too fre- 

quent uſe in rhe ſeparate Aſſem- 
blies: I thank thee, O God, I um not 
a oiher men are, nur as this Pab- 
lican. © | 


It cannot be denied,and can never 


enough be remembred and diſcour- 
ſed, for the admonition of all Mini- 
Rers and others, that the ſame per- 
nt ona eras from, 
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ſons, and that in great numbers, that 
while they kepr the publick Com- 
munion , notwithſtanding all the 
pterended defeats of the Pariſh 
Churches, they have been known 
eo grow in all the fruits of the ſpi- 
it, mentioned Gal, 5, Faith, Love, 
Joy, Peace, Humility, Meekneſs, 0- 
brdlence, Bur after their departtire 
from che Catholick Communion , 
char they might live in the Cotn- 
munion of a purer Church , they 
have been known to grow as faſt in 
the fruits of the fleſh 5 tiamely, Va- 
riance, Hatred, Emulation, Wrath, 
Strife, Seditions, Hereſies 5 and ma- 
ny have fallen to horrible unclean- 
neſs. The Independants heretofore 
| tell us, they were caution'd againſt 
Browniſm, by the obſervation ofthe 
Rocks and Shelves they obſerved 
they ſplit upon. 

We have the ſame reaſon to be- 
ware of all Separations from the Pa- 
riſh Churches of £#g/and whatſo- 
ever, D 4 Mr. 


Apologe- 
tical Nar- 
ration, 
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Mr, Baxter having taken ſpecial 
notice of the ſtrange and wonderful 
Judgments of God that hath fol. 
lowed perſons that have ſeparated 
from the Pariſh Churches , for a 
purer Communion, writ an excel- 
lent Epiſtle ro the ſeparate Con- 
gregations , wherein he life up his 
voice like a Trumpet to awaken 
them, and convince them of their 
evil way : which let all the new Se- 
paratiſts read, and tremble. | 

Baxter E- * The Hand of God is apparently 

Pi © gone out againſt your wayes of 

Congrega» © ſeparation; you ſee you do but 

tm. © prepare perſons for a further pro- 
* grels, Seekers, Ranters, Quakers ; 
© andtoo many profeſſed Infidels do 
* (pring up from amongſt you, as if 
*rhis were your journies end, and 
* the perfe&ion of your revolt. 

Again, © By ſuch fearfu] deſerti- 
© ons did God formerly witneſs his 
* deteſtation of thoſe that withirew 
* fromthe UniTy of the Cuuxcn, 

Calwin 
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Calvis (peaking of - men thar 
break in ſunder the bond of Church 
Unity , which he reckoneth all ro crc 
do that ſeparate from a Church that ws ng 
hath the Word and Sacraments ; No 
man, ſaith he, eſcapeth the due ps. 
niſhment of his divorce + Hebewitch- 
eth bimſelf with moſt peſtilent errors, < 
and wicked dotages. 

And that we have found it in 
England , as well as Calvin and 0- 
thers obſerved it in othe r Countries. 
So thar for the beſt Miniſters and 
People to agree to break the Unity 
of the Church, for a purer and live- 
lier Communion, 15 the way to: be- 
come the worſt Miniſters and Peo- 
ple ; yea, No Miniſters, No Chri-- 
ſtians. 

| © Oh! how dangerous and how 
* deadly a rempration is it, ſaith Cal- 
*vin, when it doth but enter into 
*our heart to depart from that 
* Congregation wherein are ſeen 
*the {ignes and tokens by which the 

Lord 
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© Lord thought fir to deſcribe his 
* Church, Ler ws beware, ſaith he, 
© of ſo wicked a diſagreemeny, 
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!/Argument V. 


If there be in one City or (/oun- 
try ſome lawful Paſtors, that 
meet in Houſes with their 
Flocks, and ſome that meet in 
Temples, be is the Schiſmatick 
that meeteth not with the firſt 
in Houſes, being of bis Charge; 
and be is the Schiſmatick that 
meeteth not with the other in 
Temples, being of his Charge , | 
therefore to ſay , all muſt come 
to the Temples, or all muſt not, 
are both Schiſmatical Aſſer- 


£10NS, 
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I, His ognna_ms ſandeth Anſw. 
HF upon a ſandy rotten foun- 


dation, namely, that all Perſons, 
Miniſters and People, notwithſtand- 
ing the Laws to the contrary , may 
knot in Church-communion as they 
pleaſe. Whereas « dependeth up- 
on the Nurſe-father-of the Church 
to govern the Paſtors, to bound ad 
fix rhe patticular Church-commy- 
nion of all Chriſtians in bis Domt- 
nions, being a part of his work in 
the buſineſs ofthe Lord. A King of * Tiw-2- 
the true Religion, is notonly a King 
of bis' Subje&s as Men, but as Chri- 
ſtiats ;' though Bellarmine {ay the 
contrary , to advance the Pope a» 

| bove Kings. "Thar it is a part of his 
Traſt to do his utmoſt, that afl 
things concerning the Worſhip of 
God and Religion may be decent- x Cor: 14; 
ly, and orderly performed by his 4* 
Chriſtian Subje@s 3 and that” the 
whole -Aﬀair of Religion may be 
; managed 
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manazed to the higheſt advantage 


- for the glory of God, the honour 


Fia, 2,11, 


of Religion , and the edification of 
Souls. Kings are commanded to 
keep all the Law of God, to ferve 
God, to kiſs the Son. This being 
ſpoken to Kings, not as Mem, for 
ſo it would concern them then no 
more than other men, but as Kings : 
It followeth ſome royal a& is re- 
qu:red of them, proper to them as 
Kings, Therein do Kings , as they 
are commanded by God, ſerve God, 
as Kings, if in their Dominions they 
command things good, and forbid 
evils not ovly in reſpe of humane 
ſociety, but the worſhip of God al- 
ſo, ſaith St, Awſtiv, And this is 
that Royal nurſing the Church, 
which by the Prophet God hath 
promiſed, faith Grotis in his Right 
of the Higheſt Power. 

In order hereto, the King putterh 
the whole Nation into parts, as the 
General of an Army purteth his 

Souldiers ; 
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Souldicrs ; builderh , or cauſeth to 
be buile publick Temples for each 
part to meet at for the Worſhipof 
God: Appointeth approved Paſtors 
for the performance of the Offices 
of Religion to cach part z Encou- 
rageth the Univerfities, and all pub- 
lick Schools of Learning ; Fixeth 
maintenance for the Miniſtry , 
makerth Laws to bind all the Chri- 
ſians inhabiting in cach part ordina-. 
rily to tend upon the Word and 
Sacraments, adminiſtred by the Pa- 
ſtors there fixed, to avoid confu- 
ſion, and to puniſh all ſuch, as di- 
ſurbers of the peace and common 
Order, that (hall nor obey. 

By which means, if Paſtors, and 
other Church- Officers and People 
did their duty , not one Chriſtian 
in the Kingdom bur would come 
under inſpefion , except in ſuch 
Pariſhes which are grown too nu- 
merous, and indeed calleth for re- 
ifying, 

r Whereas, 


(46) 

Whereas, if ſuch particular care 
were not taken, it cannot rationally 
be imagined, how one Third of the 
Nation ſhould come under any 
Church care at all, or ſo much as 
hear the Caſpel truly taught. 

It the whole were not put into 
parts under particular Officers, the 
myltitude would be in confuſion : If 
they had not publick 1emples to 
meet at, the parts would be at a 
Toſs for publick Meeting-places ; I 
no Univerſities to breed and fit men 
for the Miniſtry, Popery would 0- 
yer-run us for want of learned men 
to defend the Truth ; If Paſtors 
were not approved by men Ortho- 

dox, Hell wonld furniſh the Church 
with Hereticks and falſe Prophets, 
inftead of true Paſtors ; If Main- 
tenance for Miniſters were not fix- 
£d, Miniſters would be diſcqura- 
ged ; for many would rather have 
no. Miniſters, than be ar the charge 


of maintaining them, If no Laws to 
bind 
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bind Chriſtians to frequent the Pub- 
lick Ordinances, and keep their Sea- 
tions, multizudes would indulge 
themſelves in idleneſs and ſchiſm, 
which the Laws are a curb to. 

Now where is the man living 
that can tell a better way to provide 
for the honour of Religion, and the 
ſalvation of, a great Nation of Chri- 
ſtian ſouls? where there are ſo ma- 
ny millions to be lookt after > Net- 
ther in al this doth the King any 
thing bur in a juſt purſuit of his Re- 
gal Truſt , for that he put forth no 
AR in Holy Things, but only aboss 
Holy Things : No inward A& pure- 
ly Eccleſiaſtical, but outward pure- 
ly Political , though about Eccleft- 
aſtical obje&s, ſuch as Aſab, Fehe- 
ſophat , Hezekiah , and others of 
the Kings of Iſrael did. Which 
Presbyterians do all allow to the 
Higheſt Power, 

Beſides all this, the Baptiſmal 
Covenant bindeth all thatenter in- 
eo 


Rom. I3. 
I. 
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ro it, to obey Authoricy , making 
Laws for the general good ; for 
that it bindeth men to all Goſpel 
duties, as Circumciſion bound the 
Kraelices to the Law of Moſes, - 
How then can the Brethren ima- 
gine arelation between Paſtor and 
People , contrary to the Law; as 
if particulars of a Community, mu- 
rually engaged to walk regularly, 
mighr break and tranſgreſs all pub. 
lick Orders, and be blameleſs. 
The Law appointeth ſuch an ap- 
proved Paſtor ro perform the Ofh- 
ces of Religion to ſuch a Company 
of Chriſtians, in ſuch a Pariſh. The 
Law appointeth all thoſe perſons 
to own and attend ſuch an one for 
their Paſtor, rill lawful Governors 
find cauſe ro remove him. That 
Cohabication hath an aptitude in it 
for conſtant and ordinary Church- 
communion , agreeth ro common 
ſenſe, and is according to Scripture 
example, Parcicular Churches mu 
cheir 
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cheir Name and Relation from Co- 
habiratior in Scripture times : The 
Chriſtians dwelling at Corinth, E- 
pheſas, and Colofs, rake the name of 
the Church of Corinth, the Church 
of Epbeſws, and the Church of Co- 


hf. Andingrear Cities of Chri- 


ſtians, where the multitude is ſo 
great aS in London, thar there is a 
neceſſity of putting the whole into 
parts, 'tis highly reaſonable for the 
common good, that the Neighbour- 
hood of each pare (hould concur to- 
gether in Church-communion, be- 
cauſe being near one another, they 
are inthe berter capacity to perform 
the dury of brethren to one another; 
ſothat the Law, Right Reaſon, 'and 
the Word of God, hath joyned the 
_ Miniſters and People toge- 
ther. 

Whoever then ſhall go abont to 
ſnatch away the People from the 
publick Miniſter ,authoriſed by Law 
in this Nation ( where we have a 

E fixed 
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fk ccd Ecclefiaſtical Eftate) and ga- 
chr the People £0 himſelt, eo waic 
en bis Miniftty as a Paſtor, | fear he 
will prove the Schiſmarick, for that 
he breaketh the Union of the 
Chucch cauſeleſly , and worketh 
confuſion in the Church of God, 
© [ever approved a peaceable Con- 
* formilt: before a turbulent Non- 
© conformilt, ſaith Mr. Bexter. 
Again, © Above all be followers of 
* peace and unity : He thar is not a 
* Son of peace is not a Son of God, 
© I differ from my brethren in many 
* things of conliderable moment ; 
« yet if I (hould zealouſly preſs my 
* judgment on others, ſo as to di- 
© {turb the peace of the Church, and 
* ſeparare from my brethren, [ 
© ſhould fear 1 ſhould prove a fire- 
* brand in Hell, for being a fire- 
* brand in the Church. I charge you, 
* if God ſhould give me upto any 
* ktaftious Church-rending courſe , 
* chat you forſake me, and follow 
* me not a ſtep, Argu- 
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Argument VI. 


Nature teacheth to hold Perſonal 
Communion With thoſe Chuy- 
cbes Which have all Gods Or- 
dinances, and the pureſt ( om- 
mimion , and the moſt lively 
Miniſtry, not medling with 0- 


ther men. 


I, Ature alſo teacherth not to 

hure a Community for a 
private Convenience ; to prefer a 
part before the whole,is not natural : 
Foraſawch as the parts cannot be 
conſerved bur in the whole, 'ris but 
reaſonable thar parts quir their parti- 
cular Inclinations to be ruled by the 
Inclination of the whole, The light of 
Nature teacherh, That the general 
good of Conlociations is to be-pre- 
terr'd before. the particular you 

FE 2 O 


Anſ(w. | 


, (52) 
of particular Perſons, or particular 
Conſociations. 

2. Nature teacheth all loving , 
dutiful, and grateful Children, not 
co forſake and leave their Mother 
when ſhe is ſick or poor, if they 
may keep with her without fin 3 but 
onthe contrary to labour to enrich 

Mr. Caia- andfreal her, © The way to cure the 

#9 - >= © Churches, ſaith Mr. Calamy, is not 


mon arc 


Aidermax- * to ſeparate from them, but co con- 
*%), *tinuewith them,andby living with 
*them, to labour to enrich and heal 
Epiſt, o © them, * By other ſins men pull 


Ro * downthe Church conſequentially, 


1659. 


* but by ſeparation they do it dire- 
© ly, ſaith Mr. Baxter : And thatby 
* gathering Churches into diſtin 
© Bodies in oppoſition, they cut the 
© chroat of the Church z And ſurely 
that is againſt nature. If any one 
ſhould obje@ ; yes , but the new 
Separatiſts do not gather Churches 
our of the Pariſh Churches, in oppo- 
ſerion to them. To this I anſwer 

in 
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inthe words of Mr, Baxter : © Baild- 
* ing is putring materials topether ; 
p what then is disjoyning bu pul- 
* ling down > Thar praQtice then that 
pullech down the Pariſh Churches, 
is done in oppolition-to them, whar 
ever the parties intend : But to ga- 
ther Churches our of the Pariſh 
Churches is ro pull them down, 
and therefore a practice in perfeR 
oppolition ro them. 

3. Separation to the apparent 
hure of the publick ſpeakerh the ſad 
loſs of Catholick Principles and Af- 
fe&ions. Firſt men loſe Carholick 
Principles, then Catholick AﬀeRi- 
ons,and then fall to uncatholick Pra-- 
Riſes, fnking into ſelf. Bur "tis be- 
low the ſpirit and practiſe of a ge- 


nerous Chriftian to look at his. ews Phil. :. 4. 


things only, "The Apoſtle ſoughr nor 


his own profit, but rhe profir of ma- 1 Cor. 10. 


ny that they might be ſaved : He **: 

rleaſed not himſelf, bur all men for 

their edification: And 'tis his expreſs 
E 3 precept 


( 34) 
precept to the whole Church » Let 


| Cor. 10, BO Man ſeek his own things, but e- 


24- 


; Objet?, ; 


Anſw. 


very man anothers weal. 
But the cafe ofthe Pariſh Chur- 
ches is not all alike. 

'Tis erue, they are not all alike, 
inall reſpe&s; in ſome the Mini- 
ſerial gifts are more excellent , in 
others lefs ; but they are all alike 
as to the lawfulneſs of Communi- 
onwith them, and the unlawfulneſs 
of ſeparation from them, - For that 
every Pariſh Church, where an ap- 
proved Miniſter is fixed , js a true 
viſible Church , co which -Chriſt 
hath promiſed his preſence : There 
is all chat is eſſential to a true vifi- 
ble Church, that is plain, becauſe 
there is both #va1ter and forms of ſuch 
a - Church, / 1; There's: the Mat- 
ter: for there is a company of vi- 
ſible Saints, chat'is, a company of 
Profeſſors of ſaving faith in Chriſt, 
by the Baptiſmal Covenant ſepara- 
rated for God, and dedicated tq 

| him 
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him s and fo rake the name of Saines 
as the primiaive Churches did. 
2. There is the Form too; and thar 
is ating cthemfelves topether 
we Gn courle to a Tf Gat 
in Chrift, To call upon bis Naze, 
To hear his Word, To: partake of 
his Sacraments, Nenher is any fig- 
ful thing impoſed as a condition of 
Lay-communion , in the: judg ment 
of the Brethren theraſelves. - Now 
nothing more is required ta: deno- 
minate a truc Chnrch, wah which 
— may be held. withour 
Bo | | 
* Every Congr 


egmion, ſaith Caf: <1». 7 


©vin,char pretenderiithe-name of the 3; ">: + 


Church muſt be chas tried as with 2 
©Touchſtone, if ic have in ir che 
 f Word _— the _ 
' appointe , it will nor 
_ ©deceive:us; let us boldly yield ir 
* the honour due unto the Church. 
Inanother place, © There is not 
© adonbtful, not a deccirful face of 
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Mic. lib. 4. 
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© a Church, where the VWord and 
© Sacraments go, revereutly heard, 
* and purely adminiſtred, Chriſt go- 
© eth along with them ; for his pro- 
© miſe cannot deceive, Maith.18.20, 
* And theſe can be no where in a 
*fixed ſtayed ſtate, but they muſt 
© bring forth fruit. Thus far He. 

* ©The Pariſh Churches being one 
© and all of this charaRer, they are 
© ſuch Churches from which a godly 
* man may not ſeparate, where the 
© Word and Sacraments are, faith 
© Calvin, Again, © Such a Church is 
© never to be caſt off though it ſwarm 
© full of many other faulrs ; ea 
* ſome faultineſs creep into:the Ad- 
© miniſtration of DoRrine and Sac- 
© raments, 

It muſt needs then be a grievous (in 
to ſeparate from the pooreſt Pariſh 
Churchin England ; nay the more 
grievous, and the greater is the fin 
of a godly able Member to ſeparate 
from ſuch a Church, than from 


one 
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one more perfe& , becauſe rhere is 
the moſt need of the brotherly aſfi- 
ſtance of abler bretbren, If char pare 
of the Church where rhe lot of more 
able perſons are caſt , happen to be 
uncomely by the weak gifts of ' rhe 
Miniſter, the ignorance and defe&s 
of the Members, ler ſuch Brethren 
hearken to the Apoſtle upon. the 
uncomely parts. 'VVe beſtow more 
abundanc honour , alluding to the 
natural Body and Marks, that there 
may be no Schiſm in the Body. And 
here let me add, 

Should an honeſt and zealous 
knowing Chriſtian , whoſe lot by 
Gods providence becometh caſt 
into the Communion of a poor 
weak Churchz 1 ſay ſhould he 
in the fear of God, and love of the 
Church, and poor Brethren,in ſtead 
of ſeparating fromthe Church, hold 
the cloſer communion with the 
Church, and conſidering the true 
rate of the Paſtors and Brethren, 


a pply 
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(58) | 
apply himſelf to them for the gene- 
ral good , endeavouring to prefer 
py me __ by all manner 

ly pradent a ing appli- 
cations , he ſhall nar ers, Ya 2 
comfort in it at death more than 
they that ſeparate : For they rotheir 
power have pulled down the 
Church for their private convent 


ence ; the other denied his own eon- 
venience to ſupport the Church. 
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Argument VII. 


4s we condemn not all the Parifh 
Chnrches befade when we are 
but in one of them, ſo we can- 
demn none of them abſolutely, 
when we are in none of them, 
elſe the Pariſh ( harches- fin* 
fully condemn the French and 
Dutch. 


I, "L..m bare fimple mceting of A-fw. 
Pariſh Churches in ſeveral 


places,doth not amount to condem- 
ning one another, no inore than ſe- 
veral Companies of an united Army 
quartering in ſeveral places doth, 
becauſe though they meet in ſeve- 
ral places, they all meet as parts of 
one another in the ſame communi- 
on, parted only for the better ac- 
comodation of the whole. Bur Se- 
para- 
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paratiſts, that gather Churches our 
of the Pariſh Churches into diſtin 
Congregations, under a 4:ft#n## un- 
diſcovered Government 3 ſuch meet 
not 4s parts in the Communion of 
the whole, but «@s parites cur off 
from the Communion of the whole, 
and in oppoſition ro the whole : 
For which there being no ſufficient 
cauſe, they do moſt ſinfully con- 
demn their Brethren, and ſtand juſt 
i'; the condigion of a Troop or Com- 
pany in an Army, that in diſcoment 
have withdrawn themſelves from 
the main Body, reſolving to ſtand 
upon their own defence, refuſing to 
eve and take influences from the 
whole. Now look what the ſtate 
of ſuch a Troop or Company would 
be in the judgment of the Army , 
the ſame muſt ſuch Aſſemblies be in 
the jadgalent of the Church, 


Ar gu- 
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Argument VIIL 
The Temples and publick Main- 


tenance are in the Magiſtrates 
hand, and he may give them 
to whom be will : And if te 
diſpoſſeſs the lawful Paſtors 
of them, they are bound to 9%» 
bey bim : but they may not 
take themſelves diſcharged of 
their Paſtoral Of fice in rela- 
tion ts their Flocks. Magis 
ſtrates ordain not Miniſters, 
nor degrade them, 


'Þ He Argument ſuppoſeth _4,fw. 
the Pariſh Paſtors & Chur= 
ches to have no Authoritative Go- 
vernmest over them at all, orelſe 
that they owgbt to have none ;' bur 
that every particular Paſtor and 
| Con- 


( 62) 
Congregation throughout all Eng- 
land ſhould ſtand independent, both 
which ſuppoſitions are very falſe. 

Thar in a Chriſtian Nation where 
the King is of atrue Religion, and 
where there is near ten thouſand 
particular Paſtors and Conpgrega- 
tions ; to (ay that theſe by divine 
right ſhould all ſtand independent 
withaut ſome ſuperiour power to 
govern the whole, is againſt the 
light of nature, and common ſenſe ; 
for where ever Multitude is , there 
is confukon , unleſs that Mulritude 
by virie of order be brought to an 
Unity, lr cannot be otherwiſe, 
bur that plurality not united toge- 
ther by the bond of Union , muſt 
come to diviſion, and from diviſion 
to contention, and from congention 
to confuſion, as we found by expe- 
rience upon unhinging the Govern- 
ment by Biſhops, and the lofs of our 
fixed Eccleliaftical State. 

2, Since the Reſtoration of the 
King, 
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. | King,and the Biſhops,the Pariſh Pa- 

, | ſors and Churches become fixed by 

Law again, and are under Govern- 

ment. And ifthe Brethren have ta- 

| | ken-the Oath of Supremacy , they 

| | have owned the King to be ſupreme 

| Governor of all Perſons and Cauſes 

. | in his Dominions both Eccleſiaſtical 

- | and Civil, Now except the Bre- 

> | thren think the bounding particular 
Congregations, and ordering the 
Paſtors, ro be no Eccleſiaſtical 
Cauſes : They are both under the 

. | government aud ordering of the 

\ | King, and determined by the Laws; 

and particular Paſtors and Congre- 
gations cannot claim Independency 
wichour lin, 

The King hath made the Biſhops 

| Governors under himſelf of all the 

of particular Paſtors and Pariſh Chur- 

ches in England, as any one may 

ſee that readeth the Book of Ca- Bock of 
nons, wherein the King ratifieth and £27995: 


enjoynerh ehis Canon with the reſt ; Canca. 
Thar 
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]hat Excommunication ipſo fas 
pronounced againſt the man thar 
depraverh the Government by 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops, &c. 

Now how ſhould the Brethren 
continue lawful Paſtors to particular 
Flocks in the Chureh of England, 
contrary to the publick Laws of 
Superiours > The Law faith all In- 
cumbents that perform not ſuch 
conditions ſhall ceaſe co be Pariſh 
Paſtors : Thereupon orhers become 
placed in their room. The Brethren 
fay, though they do nor perform 
thoſe conditions, and Others be put 
tn their places, yet their Paſtoral 
relation to their Flocks ſtandeth 
full. Now 1 ask how this can be, 
except the Brethren reckon them- 
felves lawleſs perfons. 

Object. Why but though they are 
no lawful Paſtors before che Church 
of England, and in the eye of the 
Law, yet they are beiore Gad. 

Anſw. 1. If they are no lawful 
Paſtors 


(65) 
Paſtors before the Church, and 
in the eye of the Law, they can- 
not be lawfnal Paſtors of their 
particular Flocks before God, be- 
cauſe for the ſafety and common. 
weal of the Church, God hath 
committed the power of govern- 
ing both Paſtors and Flocks to 
the Nurſe-father of che Church 
(whom the Brethren uſe to ſtite 


a Biſhopof things WIT HOU T:) Fus dt, 
To that purpoſe the power of **15 


placing , diſplacing, depoſing 
ſuſpending , and removing Pa- 
ſtors, as he ſhall find cauſe, w1th- 
out Or Againſt the Peoples or Pa- 
ſtors minds : Otherwiſe, an end 
ſhall be propounded him ; that is, 
to preſerve the Churches Purity, 
Peace, and Unity, but the necel- 
ſary means ſhall be denied him : 
One whereof, is to have the 
power of placing, diſplacing , 
tranſplanting, or temporary ſu- 
ſpending Miniſters z for thar 

F lome- 
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ſometimes they prove ſcanda- 
lous, ſometimes heretical, (ome- 
times ſeditious, ſometimes im- 
proved for publick uſe. 

Ia all which caſes, it is plainly 
neceſſary for the comman good, 
that Paſtors be removed, bur 'ris 
not always found that Paſtors 
and People are willing to, it, but 
the contrary. That popular eleQi- 
on is not abſolutely neceſſary 
to the relation of Paſtor and 
and Flock (though in ſome caſes 
convenient) is the declared judg- 
ments of the Zoxden Miniſters , 
as well as others ; for which they 


n. oive ſtrong Reaſons. Fas Dijwvis. 


Miniſterit, Ang lic. P. 132, 

Objet, Bur if it be ſaid farther, 
Magiſtrates do not Ordain Mini- 
ſters, nor degrade them. 

Anſw. 1. 'Tis one thing for a 
Magiſtrate to degrade a Mini 
ſter , another thing to. prohibit 
him the exerciſe of his Meniſtry in 

b; 
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his Dominions. T his ſaith Mr.Bax- 
ter unqueſtionably he may do, 

2. Solomon did not ordain Abia- 
thar, but he depoſed him and ſet 
up Zadecin his room. And Mr,24x- Fit: 
ter fanth, © It was juſt Solomer, —- 4 
© David, and other Kings of -1frae/ mon-_ 
'2nd Fadch did take down and Yin"? 
(ſet up Prieſts, and order the Of- ; 
* ficers of the houſe af God, The | 
care of the Church is ſo com- om 
mitted to: Kings, in the Scrip- 1642. 
ture, that they arecommended, 
when the Church goech the right 
way z and taxed, when it. run- 
neth amiſs: And therefore her 
Government belongeth in chief 
unto Kings z, for otherwiſe, one 
man would be commended: for 
anothers care, and-taxed for an- 
others negligence, The old Now 
conformiſts- therefore being fi- 
leaced', did acquieſce therein, 
and being. objected' againſt Ly 
the Browniftsifor {o- doing, the: 
F 2 juſt- 
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juſtifie themſelves by this Argu- 
ment, *If aguilrcleſs perſon put 
© out of his charg by theChurches 
* Authority, may yet continue in 
<jt, what proceedings can there 
© be againſt guilty perſons , who 
*in their own conceit are always 
C | ping ys or will at leaſt pretend 
©{o to be, ſeeing they alſo will 
*be always ready to object againſt 
© the Churches judgement, that 
©they are calied of God, and 
©therefare will not give' over 
© their Miniſtry at the will of 

*man, Mr, Rathband, page 41, 
Upon the whole hes, it ap- 
peareth a vain Plea of the Bre- 
thren, that after their particular 
Flocks are by publick Governors 
and the Laws diſpoſed to other 
Shepherds legally qualified, they 
ſhould yer ſtile themſelves, The 
Legal Paſtors, and call the pre- 
ſent Incumbents Lurpers, As if 
a Captain when his Commiſſion 
is 
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is taken from him, by the Ge- 
neral, and his Company transfer. 
ed to the Condud of another, 
ſhould yet affirm he was Cap- 
tain, and the Company his Com- 
pany : Should any diſcontented . 
Officer in an Army plead thus, 
and make a party upon it, and 
diſturb the peace of the Army, it 
would be very ſcandalous. There 
is the ſame reaſon it ſhould be ſo 
in the Church. 

Objeft. But what, are Magi- 
ſtrates to be obeyed abſolutely, 
in point of Paſtors, Church and 
worſhip? If ſo, then in $Spaiy, 
France, Italy, and all over the 
world, 

Anſw, No doubt the power .of 
the Magiſtrate in point of Pa- 
ſtors, Church and Worſhip, is 
limited by God: And therefore 
if King Solomon when he put 
down Abiathsr, had ſet up a Prieſt 
of Baal in his room , and com- 

F 3 manded 
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manded the peaple to own him 
for the Prieſt of the true God, he 
ought not to have been obeyed: 
Burt ſince he ſer up Zadve in his 
room, Aa true Prieſt of the ſame 
| Religion, he ought to be obeyed, 
becauſe he did but change the 
Officer, not the Religion. 

ObjefF, Magiſtrates may drive 
ns on to our duties in Religion, 
bur not from our duties: There- 
fore if he command true ordain- 
ed Miniſters not ts preach, or 
people not to hear them, or not 
to perform” their duty to them ; 
whether it be better to obey God or 
men, judge 58. 

—- ox of Ordination 
Alone, will not continue a title 
to a publick ftrtion in the Mini- 
try in all caſes, Abiathar was 
eruly ordained a Prieſt, but. yer 
the Brethren grant it was law- 
ful for Solomon to depoſe him. 
If true ordained Miniſters ſhall 

after 
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after their Ordination, by Scan- 
dal, Herefie or Schiſm, threaten 
the Church;they are to be avoid- 
ed by Divine Law: As by private 

erſons, in a private capacity, ſo £9 16. 

y publick perſons, in a publick '” 
capacity, for the common ſafety 
of the Church, Grotias relleth us, Grotize 
(The right of removing a certain 5": 
« perſon or perſons from the Mi- «& pow. 
*niſtry of a certain place, ought /»:3'. 
always totemain in the higheſt 
*power: Nor only may he do 


© this by way of puniſhmeat, but 
* by way of caution too ; and un- 
© leſs the- _— power could do 


p. 24% 


©this, the Commonwealth were 

'not ſufficient to ſerure ic ſelf. 
For a Non-conforming Mini- 
ſter then, though truly ordained, 
to undertake to preach in this 
Nation contrary to Law, and 
draw people to hear him contrary 
to Law, ſome think ſo far from 
being any point of obedience to 
F 4 God, 
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God,that it maketh both Miniſter 
and people guilty of greater evils 
than I am willing to mention. 

*Tis true, if a Jewiſh or Hea- 
then Magiſtrate, being of a falſe 
Religion , command an Apoſtle 
of the true Religion,not to preach 
any more in Chrifts name : then 
to diſobey man would be to obey 
God ; which was the caſe of the 
Apoſtle Peter, who though he 
could work miracles to :oſtifie his 
divine Commiſhon,yet the Coun- 
cil of the Jews forbad him to 
ſpeak any more jn Chriſts name: 
To whom he ſaith, whether it be 
better to obey God or men judge ye. 

Bur this is far from our Bre-. 
threns caſe; and therefore this 
Text is impertinently urged. 

Becauſe our Non-conformiſts 


can plead no extraordinary Call 
co the Miniſtry, as Peter could: 
They can work no Miracles to 
:uſtific their Commiſſion as Peter 
| could 
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could. On the other hand, our 
Law-makers, the King and Par- 
liament, are no Jews, as that 
Council was to whom the Ape- 
ſtle Peter ſpake thoſe words, Bur 
on the contrary, 

With us * Supreme Magi- 
ſtrate 1s a Chriſtian: And inſtead 
of forbidding perſons to preach in 
Chriſts name, as the Jewiſh Magi- 
ſtrates did, he filleth the publick 
Temples with Paſtors or Preach- 
erSin Chriſts name: And quite 


contrary to the Jews, commanaeth 
them to preach in his name, and 
the people to hear them upon 
certain penalties if the —_— 


and for reaſons of Church and 
State, forbiddeth private Con- 
ventions for worſhip : As the 
Church of Scotland was ever wont 
to do, This is our caſe, Now for 
Miniſters and people, as this caſe 
is, to walk croſs to prublick Au- 
thority, aad diſobey man, I fear 

iS 
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is to diſobey God, who hath ſaid, 
Romit3-! Zog every ſoul be ſubjeft to the higher 
power. 


Argument IX, 


If Magiſtrates would appoint us 
1unskilful Phyſicians for our 
bodies, when we can chuſe bet- 
ter for our ſelves, we love our 
lives too Well , to think we 
ſhould obey them : But the 
Magiſtrate hath leſs power 
to deprive us of the choice of 
onr own beſt Soul Phyſicians, 
than of our Body Phyſicians , 
for that the danger of death is 
leſs terrible, than the danger 
of damnation. 


1, The 
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Is He Loxdox Miniſters, as Anſw. 
| well as others, have given Fu div. 


divers good Reaſons , why in #7 
ſome caſes, people are not to be "—_ 
truſted- with the Choice of their 
Miniſters. 

2, Some think, by refleting. 
upon the furious proceedings of 
unpeaceable ſpirited men this 
laſt thirty years, that it is far 
better for Religion, and the ſafe- 
ty of the people, to enjoy a 
peaceable ſpirited Miniſter , 
though of weaker gifts ; than a 
turbulent, though of never ſo ex- 
cellent gifts, for that peace to 
the Church is as life ro the 
man. 

The moſt Learned Lord Bacon, Lord Bc= 
ſpeaking of peace in the Church, 2% 
and the benefits of it to thoſe ;!** 
within the Church, ſaith, © Ir 
* containeth infinite bleſhngs, it 
* eftabliſheth faith, it kindleth 

© charity, 
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*charity. The outward peace 
© of the Church, d.ſtillerh into 
*peace of conſcience, and it turn- 
©eth-the labours of writing and 
© reading of Controverſies, into 
©Treatites of Mortification and 
© Devotion. But ſpeaking of diſ- 
union, he ſaith, © 'Tis worle for 
*© the Church, than corruption of 

<Manners. 
3»;If the higheſt power for rea- 
ſons of ſtate, ſhould appoint cho- 
ſen, and Approved Phyſicians to 
2ny place, who can refuſe them 2 
Grotzus telleth us, © Though na- 
© turally men chuſe Teachers for 
© their children , and give them 
© Guardians , ſick perſons make 
uſe of what Phyſician they 
© pleafe; yet in many places, 
© Guardianſhip is appointed by 
© Law, or the will of the Magi- 
<ſtratez Phyſicians and School- 
* Maſters are conſtituted by pub- 
©lick Order, with Interdiction of 
| others 


ey 
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others from the practice of thoſe 
© faculties, And he ſaith, © this 
©right is competent to the high- 
eſt power. And as for the ap- 
pointing of Paſtors, he faith 
thus, © That ſometimes | there 
*may be juſt cauſes why the 
© higheſt Power ſhould challenge 
©to its felf the eletion of Pa- 
© ſtors. No wiſe man will deny. Many _. 
Reaſons he urgeth, p. 215. Fo: 5 yY 
often errours introdnced into power. 
© the Church of God, againſt the 
© Word of God,cannot be rooted 
© out by other means.Often there 
©i5 no other way to avoid Schiſm: 
with more to ſame purpoſe, and 
concludeth , © The manner of 
© election of Paſtors to be of the 
©number of thoſe things that are 
©not ſpecially determined by 
* Law Divine : And that accord- 
*ingly in ancient time , the 
* Church ſomtime proceeded one 
*way, and ſometime another 

way, 
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© way, according to the different 
ſtate and condition of the 
*Church. This he ſheweth at 
© large; and that this alſo was 
© the judgement of Beza, P.195. 

4. If the Doctrine preached in 
the pooreſt Pariſh Church in 
England , be humbly heard and 
embraced, though preached by a 
weak Miniſter , there can be no 
danger of damnation, becauſe 
'tis the doctrine of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, which is. the power of 
God to Salvation. And the ve. 
ry ſame for ſubſtance which the 
Brethren preach in private (if 
they preach truth:) And if any 
preach contrary thereto, ſuch are 
no Miniſt.rs allowed by Autho- 
rity. 

5. The few godly names in the 
Church of $Sardi, did not only 
keep themſelves in the love of 
God, burtin a ſtate of much pu- 


Rev 3.1 rity, Even under a dead Miniſtry. 


For 
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For that Congeh though he had 
2 name to live, was dead. Sal- 
vation then is not in dagger un- 
der a weak, ſo it be a-true Mi- 
niſtry, ugleſs it be the peoples 
own faulc : And ſoit will be un- 
der the moſt lively Miniſtry in 
the world, but higher edification 
only z which inconvenience by 
diligeat prayer, reading the ho- 
ly Scriptures, eſpecially Chriſts 
Sermon on the Mount,with other 
good Books, godly Conference 
and good works, may be re- 
deemed. 

6. The natural Itch in common 
people to quarrel with Superiors, 
Paſtors and others, and with- 
drawing their due obedience, 
hath beea of very ſad conſe- 
quence ia Exgland, *I think, 
* faith Mr. Baxter, till we have 
©better taught even our godly 


Mr. Baxt. 
againſt 
I Crardon 
© people, what credit and obedi- p, s;. 


*ence is due to their Teachers 
and 


S. Reſt, 
p. 70. 
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and Spiritual Guides , 


the 
< Churches of England (hall ne- 
yer have peace, or any good or 


©eftabliſh'd order : We are bro- 
ken for want of the knowledge 
© of this truth, till this be known, 
© we ſhall never be well bound up 
© and healed. 

In another place, © Art thou 
ready to cenſure the Dodtrine of 
thy Teachers, the ations of thy 
Rulers, and the perſons of thy 
Brethren, beyond doubt thou 
art a proud perſon, pride hath 
ſeized on thy heart, R was. is to0 
much Hell in thee to have any 
acquaintance as Heaven, It is 


poſſible his invention and me- 
mory , may furniſh his rongue 
with humble and heavenly ex- 
preſſions, but in his ſpirit, there 
isno more Heaven than there is 
Humility. 


Argu- 
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C 
» Agument X, 
- The new Separatiſts do not ſepa- 


| rate from the Pariſh Churches 
Pl pon the ſame terms that ſome 
others do ; viz. as being no 
| true Churches of Chriſt, ha- 

ving n0 true Miniſtry, nor 
18 true Worſhip, with which com- 
| munion may lawſully be held : 
off But the Presbyterians ſepas 
v8 rate to enjoy a better Mints 
if ſftry, Diſcipline , and a purer 
Communion , and Will ſome- 
times hold Communion with 
ell the Pariſh Churches, where 
BY they can' have no better, ſo 
that their Separation ts but 
like removing from one Par 


G riſh 


Anſw, 


($2) 
riſh Church to another : Tis 
not ſetting up Altar againſt 
Altar. 


( 

| 

| 

I, He culpable Schiſm of the | ' 
] Brethren lieth in matter | | 

of fat, That they cauſleſly and | * 
cruelly divide the Church, let | / 
the terms upon which they doit | 8 
be what they will. C 
2. To remove from one Pa- | ” 
riſh Church to another Pariſh | 
Church, was never called Sepa- || ( 
ration, nor ever counted blame- | ” 
worthy ,. becauſe all the Pariſh } C 
Churches in E-gland are in one ff © 
and the fame common Commu:- 
nion, under one and the ſame 
Government and Diſcipline , 
meeting in parts for neceſſity 
{ake, and by publick order : So 
that by ſuch removing from one 
Pariſh Church to another, there 
15nopublick Order broke, there 
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15 no affront offered to Autho- 
rity : But to gather Churches our 
of the Pariſh Churches eftabliſh'd 
by Law, into diſtin Congrega- 
tions, under a diſtin&t Govern- 
ment , contrary to the publick 
Laws, this is downright Separa- 
tion: This is plainly to ſet up 
Altar againſt Altar, in the Lan- 
guage of Mr. Baxter in his Book 
of Reſt : Such Diſuniozns and Separs- 


ration as thu, he ſaith, i utterly in- Ep. to 
tolerable , becauſe it eutteth the **< Ret. 


(hurch into ſhreds : It direitly de- 
moliſheth and pulieth down the 
Church. Building, (aith he, # bur 
an orderly joynins the materials, 
what then t# disjoyning , but pulling 
dowas? and to do thus, # to cure 
the Church by cutting her throat, as 
hath been noted before. 

2. Theſe new Separatiſts, by 
their ſeparation upon thele terms, 
make their Schiſm (in ſome re- 
ſpe&s) more criminal, and leis 

G 2 exculable, 
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excuſable, both before God and 
man, than the worſt Set thar 
ever ſeparated from the Pariſh 
Churches: Becauſe the Brown- 
iſts and Anabapriſts have always 
pleaded for the juſtification of 
their Separation ſrom the Pariſh 
Churches, that our Churches, 
Miniſtry and Worſhip were falſe, 
yea Antichriſtian; and therefore 
they could not hold Communion 
with the Pariſh Churches with- 
out fin. Now though they are 
abuſed by their wild and mad 
conceits, yet their erronious con- 
ſciences makes their Schiſm leſs 
criminal before God, than the 
new Presbyterian Schiſm , be- 
cauſe though they believe the 
Pariſh Churches true Churches, 
the Miniſtry a true Miniſtry, the 
Worſhip true Worthip,and there- 
fore ſuch as they may not only 
lawfully hold Communion with, 
but that ſometimes they onght 
co 
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do it: Yet preſume to gather 
Churches out of them into di- 
ſtint Congregations; and that 
after themſelves have told us in 
their Divine Right of Presbyte- 
ry (with truth enough) That zo 
gather Churches out of Churches , 
meaning the Pariſh Churches of 
England, i a prattiſe without all 
Scripture preſident, contrary to Apo- 
ſftolical Precept : The ſeattering of the 
Churches, the Mother of Confufton, 
The Daughter of Schiſm , and the 
Stepmother of Edification. 

We believe the truth of this 
Propoſition now, and that it 
ſhineth with its own light, and 
that it is utterly impoſſible ever 
to ſhew one Scripture Precept or 
Preſident, where the beſt mem- 
bers have ſeparated from a true 
Church (though corrupt in many 
things) into a d:ftine Congrega- 
tion, to become a new Church of 
themſelves,merely for a more /iwe- 
G3 l 
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ly Minifiry, Diſcipune , and purer 
Communion. Sure I am, the pious 
and zealous people of the cor- 
rupt Churches of the New Teſta- 
ment did not do thus. In the 
Church of Sardis there was but 
a few living names ; the Mi- 
niſter and the generality of the 
people was dead. But what, do 
we find theſe few living names 
ſeparating from the dead Angel, 
and dead part of the Church, 
for a more pure and lively 
communion 2 No ſuch matter: 
Neither did the Lord Jeſus in his 
Letter from Heaven to theſe few 
living names, give them any ſuch 
Precept : He praiſes the few li. 
ving names,that they kept them- 
ſelves pure in the communion of 
a bad, undiſciplin'd Church , but 
did not command them to ſepa- 
rate from the reſt, into a diſtin 
body , for a purer communion 
amoneſt themſelves: Yethe _y 

cher 
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ther wanted love to them, nor 
wiſdom to dire&t them. 

Fl Conſider thact the moſt ri- 
oid Browniſts and Separatiſts 
themſelves, have declaimed a- 
gainſt Separation from ſuch a 
Church, upon ſuch grounds as 
you inſiſt on, Robinſon ſaith chus, Ro%inſ. 
© That from a true Church, ſo gircunza, 
© remaining,ſeparation from ſuch o. 222. : 
*2 Church is intolerable for an 
© corruptions whatſoever : A 
* wicked Schiſm it is, ſaith he. 

4+ Whereas you gather the 
beſt people out of the Pariſh 
Churches, into diſtint Con- 
oregations, for a better, and 
purer communi@en ſake, conf1- 
der, this practiſe is the effet of 
ſinful ſelf-love, that would pro- 
vide well for it ſelf, though ne- 
ver ſo much to the detriment of 
of the publick, Mr. Edwards (aid 
from Mr. Cartwright , the white 
Devil was in this pretence, *Tis 

G4 rue, 
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true, "that where there is in any 
Nation an Army of a hundred 
thouſand men ; for zex or twenty 
Captains to gather allthe valiant, 
faithful, diligent, $kilful Souldiers 
of the Army into 7tca Or twenty 
Troops or Companies : This 
would make ten or twenty ex- 
cellent Troops or Companies , 
and no doubt would be very 
pleaſant ro the Captains and 
Souldiers ſo related. Bur what 
miſchief, by this means, would 
be done to. the whole . Army ? 
Were it not every way better for 
the whole Army, that the beſt 
Souldiers ſhould be ſcattered 
throughout the Army, ſome in 
every Troop and Company, for 
the giving good example, and 
{piriting and provoking the reſt 
to their duty, Conſider this well, 
and apply this ſimilitude to 
your Separation from the Pariſh 
Churches, the reaſon being evi- 
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dently the ſame, and you' can- 
not but accept convittion!, that 
your Separation, if you ſhould 
perſiſt in it, would endanger the 
lols of many thouſand ſouls, 
wrong the great intereſt of Chri. 
ſian Religion in the Nation, and 
extremely hazard the Proteſtant 
cauſe. Remember the Church 
is compared to an Army with 
Banners. 

4. Conſider how unlike this 
ſelfiſh practiſe is, to the Noble, 
Generows , Catholick ſpirit of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles :-Scrip- 
cure telleth ns,that Chriſt,though 
he was rich. he made himſelf 
poor, that we through his pover- 
ty might be made rich. You 
on the contrary, to accommo- 
date your ſelves, care not who 
nor how 1471) you make poor , 
I mean in ſpiritual comfort, 

Again, compare your practiſe 
with theſe Scriptures of the 


Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle Paul, and you will be 
aſhamed of it : Look not every man 
on hi own things, but every man on 
anothers alſo. Let no man ſeek hi 
own things, but every man another: 
weal, I ſeek not my own profit , but 
the profit of many, that they may be 
ſeved : Upon the uncomely parti 
we beſtow the more abundant ht 
amour, that there may be no ſchiſm in 
the body, but that the whole body ma) 
have the ſame care one for another, 
Brethren, to reconcile your pra- 
iſe with theſe Scriptures , you 
will find a hard task, except you 
were miſtaken when you ſaid, To 
gather Churches out of our Pa. 
riſh Churches, was the Mother 
of confuſion: If Separation be 
the Mother of confuſion, God is 
not the Author of it: For| God 
15 the God of order, not of con- 
fuſion. Andif it be the Mother 
of confuſion, how can you pro- 
ceed in ſuch a path 7 | 

Objett, 
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0bjef?, If you ſhall ſay, as ſome 
do, We hold with the ſeparate 
people of the Presbyterian per- 
ſwaſton,'to prevent their running 
into other Sets, at laſt ro Qua- 
keriſm. 

Anfw. 1. In the mean time you 
commit a groſs fin, the fin of 
Schiſm, by breaking the union 
of the Church without ſufficient 
cauſe; and that to come at an 
uncertain good, contrary to the 
rule, Rom. 3. 8, 

2. Separation is the way to 
make Quakers, as onr experi- 
ence hath proved, rather than 
to pevent Quakeriſm. 

3. You grieve and wrong the 
legal Miniſter, by ſcattering his 
flock, undermining his reputati- 
on with the people, weakning his 
maintenance , as well as the 
maintenance of all Pariſh officers: 
This was your complaint hereto- 
fore againſt the Independents. 

4. You: 
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4. You wrong the people you 
comply with more, by joyning 
with them in their fin of Separa- 
tion, than you can do them 
o00d. 1. By tacitly conſenting to 
their needleſs ſcruples, which 
you know to be ſo, and thereby 
become acceſſary to the weak- 
neſs of their conſciences, . and 
ſuperſtition that followeth upon 
it. 2, You train up the people 
to a diſlike of publick Authority 
by your example, and ſo feed the 
humour of breaking the Fifth 
Commandment, and reach the 
young man to lifr up himſelf 
above the Ancient, and the vile 
above the Honorable, as they 
have moſt ſhamefully done for 
thirty — laſt paſt, 3. You 
train them up in ſpiritual pride, 
juſtifying themſelves that they 
are righteous, and condemning 
others. 
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5. By this practiſe you harden 
all che Sedts in their way, and 
make all hopes of any ſettled 
Government, even in your own 
way, deſperate, 

6. This ſeparation tendeth to 
Atheiſm,inſtead of Reformarion: 

eople ſeeing ſo many new un- 
heard of ways in Religion, and 
all the ſeveral parties crying out 
to the people, Lo here is Chriſt ; 
Thouſands of the people con- 


clude, there is nothing certain 


in Religion, and neglec& all. 

7. To deter you from ſepara- 
ting from the Pariſh Churches, 
to come at a purer communion, 
let me put you in mind of a con- 
fiderable ſaying of Mr. Baxters 
to the old Separatiſts, © It is very 
©remarkable, ſaith he, that it is 
© a pretence of our impurity, and 
©a greater purity with you, that 
*is pleaded by thoſe that firſt 
* turn over to you, And that this 


height 


Baxter, 
Ep to 
Separat, 
Congr, 
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< height of all Impieties, ſaith 
© he, ſhould be the uſual ifſue 
©of a way pretended ſo exaQ 
*and clean; doubtleſs it 1s none 
© of Gods mind by this to diſcou. 
rage any from purity and true 
©Reformation, but to ſhew his 
© deteſtation of that ſpiritual 
© pride, which maketh men have 
*too high thoughts of them- 
© ſelves, and too much to con- 
©temn others, and to defire to be 
© further ſeparated from them, 
*than God in the day of grace 
©doth allow of. Conſider this, 
© ris the judgement of ſome, that 
© thouſands are gone to Hell, and 
© ten thouſands upon their march 
© thither, that in all probability 
© had never come there, if they 
© had not been tempred from the 
© Pariſh Churches, for the enjoy- 
*ment of communion in a purer 


© Church. 
Arou- 


© 
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Argument XI. 


. The Pariſh Churches now, are 
not as they were in the times 
when Presbyterians cryed out 
of gathering Churches out of 
them : Therefore their ſayings 
to the Separatiſts then, ought 
not to be reflefied on, and 
urged againſt their prathſe 
now ; for theſe reaſons, 1. Be- 
cauſe the Pariſh Churches 
then , impoſed n«thing upon 
the Miniſter or people contras 
ry tothe Word of God, now 
they do. 2. Becanſe the 
Pariſh ( hurches then were 
reformable, nov they have cg- 
venanted againſt Reformati« 

on. 
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on. 2. The Pariſh C hurcbes 
then had proper Paſlors, that 
had the power of the keys « 
Government , not jo 0b 
4. Becauſe in the Pariſj 
( burches now, the Presbyte- 
rian Mmiſters are forbidden 
to preach , and the people ti 
have the Sacrament, or their 
children to be baptized, un- 


leſs they will jay and do ſuch 
things as they dare not do, 
for fear of Gods diſpleaſure, 
The Pariſh ( hurches they 
drove none ſuch away from 
Miniſtry and ( ommunion, 


Infinuation 
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Inſinuation I. 


'Tis infinuated, the Pariſh Churches 
in Prezbyterian days, impoſed no- 
thing contrary 18 the Word of 
God,cither upon Miniſter or people, 
but now they do, 


I, He Pariſh Churches can- 4yſw, 
nor juſtly be charged with 
impoſing any thing ar all , either 
upon Miniſter or people, much leſs 
impoſing any thing contrary to the 
Word of God ; becauſe they ſtand 
in the capacity of Subjes, nor Le- 
giſlators. 
2. WH AT is it thatis impoſed > 
Firſt, upon the Pariſh CHURCH 
MEMBERS, contrary to the 
Word of God, there is not any 
one thing inſtanced in, and it is ju- ,,..,.. 
dged impoſſible for any oneto prove Þ. tence of 
one ſuch thing. Mr. - Baxter com- ** Pine 
municateth with ſome of the Pa- 19, 3s. 
H riſh 
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riſh Churches, both in the Word, 


Prayer and Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper 3 and telleth us, that divers 


Learned Nonconformift Miniſters | 
in 1663. ax a Conference con- | 
cluded it lawful ſo rodo : Which} 
they would never have dane, if they} 


had thought any thing impoſed on 


private perſons contrary to the| 


Ward of God. 


3. Now concerning the P ARISH | 


MINISTERS, what 15 impoſed 01 
them contrary to the Word of 
God, the Objeor doth nor inſtance 
in any one thing, The Conforming 
Miniſters themſelves think no ſuch 


thing ofthe Impoſitions upon theen ;! 
if they did, in charity we are bound! 


to believe they would never con- 
form to them, knowing multitudes 
of them as tender conſcienced as any, 
by their general courſe of life. 

4. Ler it be (criouſly conſidered, 
in the fear of God, whether the 
Pariſh Miniſters and Churches in 


1643, 


(99) 
1643 taking the Scotch Covenant to 
root out the Government eſtabliſh- 
edby Law, confirmed by many Ads 


1 of Parliament, and contrary to the 
- | Kings publick Declaration of his 

| difle of it, and prohibition of his 
| Subjects to rake it: Whether did 


not this a&, render the ſtate of the 


| Pariſh Miniſters and Churches , 
{more obnoxious to exception, as to 


the point of communion with them, 
than any thing can be urged againſt 
the Pariſh Churches and Miniſters 
now, that live in charity among 
themſelves,and in obedience to their 


_Governors and Laws,efpecially con- 
Iſidering multitudes of the Pariſh 
{Miniſters themſelves, that ventured 
*Jupon this dangerous Oath, were firſt 


under the Oath of Allegiance to the 
King, the Oath of Supremacy, and 
the Oath of Canonical obedience 
to the Biſhops. 


H 2 In- 
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Infinuation II, 


The Pariſh Churches in Presbyterian 
dayes were reformable in that 
wherin they needed Reformation; | 
But now they bave covenanted «« 
gainſs Reformation, 


b Rue, the Pariſh Churches | 

then wanted Reformation, | 
but never like to be reformed in the F 
Presbyterian way to the end of the Þ 


world, 1. Becauſe the Indepen-P 
dents, men of great fame and inte-Þ 
reſt, alllmanner of wayes obſtruced Þ 
it, 2, Becauſe Presbyterian Exa-Þ 
Pacliam, Mination by a new ſort of Church-Þ} a 


Declar, 


_ Officers, called Lay Elders, before Fj 1 
44 7- receiving the Lords Supper , was t 
intolerable to the people, 3. Be-F 
cauſe the Parliament would never 
be brought to grant the Presbyteries Þ 
that power which they thought ne- | 
ceſſary ro go through with the| 
work : For which reaſons the work 
never 
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never proceeded to any purpoſe, 
nor never like to proceed to the end 
ofthe world. So that in a hurry the 
old Government was pulled down, 
and none ever after like to be ſet up 
. in the room of ir, but every man 

| lefr ro do what is right in his own 
eyes. 90 that as King James his 
| Aphoriſm proved true, No Biſhop 


$0 Fings ſothis allo , No Biſhop in 


! England,no nattonal Church Govern- 
| ment in England, 
2, Whereas it is inſinuated that 


-Þ ted againſt Reformation , and not 


J to ſay when and wherein, 1s un- 


- |} doubtedly to infinuate hard things 
«| againſt the Pariſh Churches, and 


| upon very hard terms, They know 
$Þ no ſuch thing. 

 3J, We know no Covenant a- 
! gainſt Reformation that ever was 
; propounded by the Churches, much 


-Þ leſs taken to them, The people of 
© the Pariſh Churches are under no 


H 3 other 


" & 
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other Covenant now than they were 
in Presbyterian dayes, that any body | 
knoweth of. | 
4. 'Tisrrue, the Miniſters in the 
Long Parliament dayes, having been 
ſo unhappy, as by Sermons in the 
the Pulpits, and Speeches at Gwild- 
hall, to have too great a hand 
in the warsz and having bound 
themſelves by an oath to perſevere 
in their endeavours to root out Pre- 
lacy, which the preſent Parliament 
haththought fit to reſtore z - and the 
King alſo to take an Oath at his Co- 
ronation to maintain, as his Ance- 
tors had done before him - The 
King and Parliament ſince their Re. 
ſtoration, have not thoughr fit to 
admit any man into the Publick Mi: 
niſtry, wichour firſt giving ſecuri- 
ty for his keeping the peace both 
in the Church and Seate for the fu- 
eure , that we may have no more 
ſuch bloody wars, neither Eccleſi- 
aſtical nor Civil, This is the truc 
meaning 
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meaning of all the Miniſters cove- 
nanting that now enter iiito the 
Miniſtry , atid the only occaſion of 
all the extraordinary Impoſirions 
upon they. | 

Now in my humble oþinioti, the 
late Publick Miniſters inſtead of 
quarrelling with Superiors for theſe 
new Impoſitions ; ſh5uld rather 
quarrel with themſelves, for gtving 
ſogrear and ſo juſt ah 6crafioni for 
them : And ifthey wobld' agtee to 
publiſh their RetraRariohs 4tid Re- 
pentances , & Mr. Baxrey hath gi- parters 
ven them ati Example, there would ſecond ad- 
be lictle need of continting theſe 5" 2.4. 
fetters any longer. | (btw, 

Now as for the prefent Pariſh Mj- 5 5*- 
nifters ; itt what they do when they 
enter the Miniſtry ; they are (© far 
from thinking they covenant azainft 
Reformation,thar chey think they co- 
venant only ag ainft Schiſm,Sediriorr, 
& Rebellion. But whether they think 
right, or whether they think wrong, 

H 4 what 
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what is this to the poor Pariſh 


Churches? do the Pariſh Curches 
deſerve to be demoliſhr, and cut in- 
eo ſhreds for this, which bad ſervice 
ſeparation doth them ; as Mr, Bax. 
zter and the London Miniſters , and 
the reaſon of the thing telleth us, 


Infinuation III. 


The Paſtors of the Pariſh Churches | 
in the Presbyterian dayes had the} 
Power of the Keys of Government : 


"Tis wot ſo now: They were tru 
| Churches, and did own themſelve: 


for ſuch, 


Bo He Pariſh Churches wereF 
then, no doubt, true Chur-| 

ches 3 and (ſo they are now as wellſ 
* as then, They did own themſelves} 
for ſuch then, and ſo they do now;Þ 
and will be owned by all Proteſtants| 
for ſuch, except Browniſts and Ana-P 
baprtiſts, Herein there is no diffe-}| 
rence} 


S an = .., = ou,” co .o uo .ov 


(105) 
| rence at all berween the Pariſh 
Churches then and xow. Mr, Bax- 
ter himſelf owneth the Pariſh 
Churches ow for true Churches, 
by holding full Communion with 
them, and exhorting others to do 
| ſoto00; and for their encourage- 
| ment infinuateth the terms of 
| Communion to Lay perſons to be 
| more acceptable wow than in the 
| dayes of former Biſhops 3 and 
| therefore in his jadgment there can 
:Þ be no ſuch difference in the ſtare of 
the Pariſh Churches then and »ow, 
a5 to juſtify ſeparation from them, 
Objeft. Burt the Paſtors in the 
{ Presbyterian dayes had the power 
3 of the Keys of Government : not (o 
*Þ4 720Ws; 
 Azxſw 1, This cannot be truly 
$4 ſaid of the Paſtors of the Pariſh 
;|8 Churches, That they have no power 
q of the Keys, The Law calleth chem 
- ReQtors ; and in Ordination the 
g Keys are commirted to them. And by 
the 
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the Rubrick and Canons every Pa- 
riſh Faſtor ' is commanded to uſe 
the Keys of Government , by ful. 


pending ſcandalous perſons from 


the Lords Supper ; ſo thatthey fin if 
they do not govern : Yea 'tisplain, 
the Pariſh Paſtor doth exerciſe x 
rue ſpiritual Government over the 


Flock, as the Captain doth in fight 


when he goeth before his Souldwrs 
and leaderh them on and off. He 
governeth them by a Paſtoral Go- 
vernment while he guidcth chern in 


Dodrine, Prayer, and Sacraments.Wi 


Every Pariſh Miniſter particips 
ecth of the three Otfices of Chriſt 
Kingly , Prieftly , and Prophetical ; 
and every Parith Church is a ery 
Political Society + That which ea 

not be ſaid of any Independent 
Church in the world. The Paril 

Churches have pars regens, and 
pars ſubdita , fo can no Indepen 
dent Church ſay, becanſe of thei 
popular Government , which ma- 
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-cth rhem rather cake the name of 
amps than Bodies. 
And though every Miniſter par- 
icipare of the three Otfices of 
hriſt, the exerciſe may be ſo di- 
ribured among the Paſtors in a 
2 Mixed Ecc]ecfiaſtical ſtate, that one 
he (hall do more of che Teaching parr, 
another more of the Ruling part, 
wpon grounds of prudence , yetthe 
ruling part is not wholly raken out 
of their hands, This is the cafe of 
our Pariſh Paſtors; and che truch 
is, the Law for carrying the rug- 
ped part of diſcipline out of the 
ands of the particular Paſtor, into 
a Court eſtabliſhed by Law for thar 
purpoſe, ought not to be reckoned 
a degrading of the Paſtor of one 
part of his Office, bur a regulating 
them rather for the general good in 
the execution of their Othce : it ta- 
keth off a load of envy from the 
particular Paſtor, which otherwiſe 
would lye upon-him, if he ſhould 
have 
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have the ſole management of ſo di- 
ſtaſtful a work. 

2, If it be well confidered, you 
may perhaps conclude, that the par- 
ticular Paſtors have as much power 
of the Keys of Government as is for 
the general geeq : That particular 
Paſtors (hould have a power to de- 
prive members of choice ſpiritual 
priviledges, without controul if they 
do amiſs, were Tyranny rather than 
Government, Calvin concludeth 
thus: ©I never thought it uſeſul, 
© ſaith he, to commit the power {of 
* Excommunication to every Paſtor: Bet 
mn * for it is an odiows thing, and an ex- 
«4Gafp, 4 © ample not to be approved, and 
Lizetum. © which would ſoon flip into Ty- 

© ranny- 

3. © Diſcipline, ſaith Mr, Her/e, (0 
© liable ro conremps, needs the help 
© of Majeſty, Authority , Reverence 
*to make it terrible as an Army 
© with Banners, Now the poverty of 
Pmrſe, Parts, and Towth of the yo 

c 
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eſt part of Pariſh Paſtors, to ſay 
nothing of the unruly paſſions, and 


- Fundue prejudices, that private per- 
r Bſons are ſubje& too on the one hand, 


r Band the age, ſtubbornneſs, wealth, ho- 
nur, learning and paris of many of 
. the people , who yer deſerve diſci- 
pline, on the other hand, make diſ- 
cipline with honour and ſucceſs ut- 
terly impraQticable by moſt parti- 
cular Paſtors in England, *Tis 
therefore remarkable chat when the 
Brethren had got the Keys by vio- 
: Blence out of the hands of the Biſhops 
, Finto their own, neither Presbyteri- 
ans nor Independents knew what to 
. do with them, but to lay them by 
them 3 they have either totally neg- 
leted rouſe them, which was ge- 
nerally the caſe of almoſt all the 
| Presbyterians in Exgland, or elſe 
fallen under the temptations of 
throwing them into the Body of the 
, | common people, which all Congre- 
eational men do, 


4+ To 
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4. To come cloſe then; If the Paſſhji 
Baxrer, TiſhPaſtors in Presbyrterians days hag 
Rk; the Keys of Government, what wer 
raftor. the Churches rhey the better, if theſh1 
rever uſed them ? they general! 
ſertled in the negle& of them, ani 
nor only ſo, but argued againſt t 
ule of them (ar that crime) as if 
things conlideced it were better tt 
© ler them alone, wich Mr. Baxte 
::. lamentably complaineth of, ani 
ſharply reproveth in theſe words 
* Will you wait till you are deac 
© and leave it as a part of your Ep! 
© raph to polterity,that you ſo deep- 
: 'ly engaged, and contended for tha 
© which you ſo abhorred to the 
*death , that you would never þ 
, brought to the practice of it? He 
telleth them the peopie had ſeen 
their Goveri:ment in Paper, but not 
in Actions; that they had heard 
tnem ralk much of Government, but 
had never ſeen the thing : and as 
cth |:is brethren whether they canſÞ 
think 
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Shink that the people will be ſatisfi- 
d with the empty ſound of the word 


1 HHRCH GOFERNMENT > with 
efhbundance more to this effe&. 


If it be thus, the Pariſh Chur- 
Whes thex were in no better condi- 
0n in this reſpe& then ours now 
or {o good neither : And if ſepa- 
aion by gathering Churches our 
df them were a fin they, *tis ſo now. 
Wand here by the way, let the Bre- 


S'Whren think, 1. VVhat work they 


ve made for Repenrance and Re- 

itution, that raſhly ſwore to root 
ut their lawful Governors the Bi- 
ops, and did it, both in reſpe& of 
eir dignities and properties , to 
ome at Diſcipline ; And when they 
d done, were forced to feed the 

:ople with two words,Government 
d Diſcipline ; but could not let 

2m ſee the thing, becauſe in truth, 

hey found it impraftieab'e in Eng- 
K-Mard, in the Presbyterian way, which 
be Epiſcopal party was always 
wonr 


B1xters 
Cure, p. 
393- 
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wont to ſay. 2. The Brethren, in 


all reaſon and good conſcience, 
ought to accept of a ſober Admo- 
nition, to refrain their preſent pra: 
Riſe of gathering Churches our of 
the Pariſh Churches, to come at 
Diſcipline 3 becauſe upon eryal i 
hath once already proveda deceu: 
ful pretence. | 

5. Our new Separatiſts from the 
Pariſh Churches for want of diſci 
pline, are far more unlike to uſe dil- 
cipline N 0 }F, than ever they were, 
when they ſo neglected it z becaulc 
then they were not und. r hatches as 
now. 'Their maintenance then ws 
not precarious as now. And Mr. 
Baxter lately hath told us plainly, 
Thar the people of the new Separs- 
tion, inſtead of being ruled by their 
Paſtors, they ſo much rule their Pa 
ſtors, chat many of them have been 
forced to forſake their own judge- 


ments, to comply with the violent.| 
What liklihood then is there of ex: 
erciling} 
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erciſing diſcipline,upon ſuch ahead- 
ſtrong unruly multitude > 
6. Andlaſtly, let the Brethren 


2 | weigh, what one of the moſt 


Learned Presbyterians hath ſaid, 
and they will never ſeparate up- 
on this account : 

If the higher powers will not n_ 

q k x iſcourle 

admit of ſuch a form, this may ſa- ,F.here. 
tisfie the Subjects conſcience,thar ligion of 
Eccleſiaſtical Government is ne- £"5""+ 
ceſſarily more dire&ed and order- es 
ed in the exerciſe thereof, by the 
determination of the Civil Ma- 
pifrare, in places where the true 

eligion is maintained , than 


where perſecuted : They thar 
have received the power,. muſt _ 
.| anſwer to God for it : They that 

irs are diſcharged from it, ſhall ne- 
| ver anſwer for that of which they 
are b:reaved. 


Infin- 
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Infinuation 4 


The Presbyterian Miniſters are for- 
bidden to preach, and the people ty 
bave the Sacraments, or they 
children tobe baptized, unleſs the 
will ſay and do ſuch things as they 
dare not ao, for fear of diſpleafing | 
God : But in the Prebiiterinſ. 
days, the Pariſh Churches tha 
drove none ſuch away from Mini | 
ftry and Communion. | 


Anſw. 1, *"F* He Pariſh Churches dof 

not own themſelves to 

ſtand Independent, and to have 

the power of making Laws for 

Miniſter agd people within them- 

ſelves: They therefore bid nor 

forbid any thing relating either 

to Miniſter or people , bur ac- 

cording to the direQtion of the 
Law-givers. 

The' plain truth i$ this , the 

Presby-| 
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Presbyterian Miniſters not ac- 
cepting the terms of che publick 
Edablithment . become Flenced 
by the LAS, not the People of 
the Pariſh Churches, who- are 
ſorry at their hearts, thar the 
Miniſters ever gave the Supreme 
Authority cauſe to make ſuch ſe- 


| vere Laws, and many of them 


are ſorry that ever there were 


| any ſuch Laws made. 


2. Though the Presbyterian 


| Miniſters are not there, the ſame 
| Goſpel is preached there by 
| others; no Papiſts, but Prote- 


ſtants, of the ſame Chriſtian 
Faith and Religion,and approved 

by Authority. | 
3. As faſtas any of the Pres- 
byterians become convinced of 
the lawfulne(s of ſubmirting to 
the publick Laws, and deſire 
tmployment in the Church, they 
areembraced,as many have done, 
and ſome of them of the moſt 
- | B& _ Sogn 
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Learned, Pious and Judicious 
amongſt them. 

. If any remain unſatisfied, 
and by that means unimployed 
doth it therefore follow, that 'tis 
lawful to cur the Church into 
ſhreds by Separation, and demo- 
liſh it, as Mr, Baxter ſaith Sepa-Fl }, 
ration doth 2 

5. The old Nonconformiſt 
complain'd bitterly of ſome off 
their company in their days, that 
having leap'd out of the Surplice, | 
they could not keep them fron | 
leaping out of the Church too 
by ſeparation into diſtin Con-Þ 
gregations, | 

But the moſt ſober of then} 
did diſtinguiſh between bare non. 
conformity to every thingidonein 
the Pariſhes,and gathering Chur. 
ches out of them into diſtin 
Congregations, under a diſtin 
Government. They were as great 
enemies to this practiſe as any,ſ 
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25S appeareth by their writings Mr. Rath- 
ey the old Comet They rm 
diſtinguiſh between Separation 7 
the' Church, by purging it; and 
Separation From the Church, by 
m_ from it. | 

6. Whereas *'tis ſaid, In the 


[8 Presbyterian days,the Pariſh Churches 
| drove none ſuch away from Miniſtry 
| and Communion , that through fear 
Y of diſpleafing God, dnrft not conform 
i to the way of the Pariſh Churches, 
{To this itis anſwered, 


| rx, The Pariſh Churches then 

| ſet up Lay-Elders; concluded them 

'E Church Officers by divine Law; 

{ ſuffered no man to- receive the 

{ Lords Supper, that would not be 

| examined by them ; which drove 

'Þ people from the Sacrament, thar 

they never received it all their 

life after, And Mr. Baxter ſaith, 

Setting upLay-Elders was a piece 
of Superſtition. 

2, Suppoſe the Pariſh Churches 

R I 3 drove 
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drove none away, the governing 
power did then drive many ex- 
cellent Miniſters and Scholars, 
both out of their Miniſtry and 
Livings too, by Sequeſtrations, 
and into Goals and Priſons, to 
che utter ruine of thouſands, for 
not taking the Scotch Covenant, 
and ſuch like obligations, which 
they could no more do with a | 
good conſcience, than cut their | 
neighbours throat, 3. The Inde- | 
pendents on the other hand, 
durſt not conform to the Presby. 
terian way, for fear of diſplea- Þ 
ſing God, that's plain, in that Þ 


they reckon their own way to be || * 


Fure Divine: But for all thar, the | 
Presbyrerians did not think it fit Þ 
to gratifie their ertonious con-Þ * 
ſciences ſo far, as to ſuffer chem | 
to gather Churches ont of the| 
Pariſh Churches, into diſtin& 
Congregations, if they could} 
have got power to hinder it. 
They} 
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They did what they could to 
hinder it, they faſted, prayed, 
and writ againſt it : © Indepen- 
© dency 2a great Schiſm, faith 
Mr. Cawarey : T hey Romonſtrate 
and petition the Parliament a- 
againſt it : They preach Sermon 
afcer Sermon to the Pasliament, 
crying out of it, and thirſted for 
| power to ſuppreſs it. 

” 2. 'Tis well known, the moſt 
, Þ ſolid of the Presbyterians are for 
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,Þ all the particular Churches and 4 
| Miniſters, and as much for order x;, 


! ſevere upon the poifit of order, 
! and far more, than evet the Bij- 
ſhops were, The Presbyterians 
by principle, are ſo far from fuf- 
tering Difſenters from their Pa- 
xiſh Churches, to gathetChurches 
out of them, into diſtin& Con- 
| I 4 gregations, 


the National Church way yz they , .. .. 
are for a governing Church aver bay 


Þ and uniformity to publick Eccle- of Pres- 
{ fiaſtical Laws, as any, and as *)- 
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gregations, under a diſtin Go- 
vernment, that the Scotch Mini. 
ſters cannot endare ſo mach as 
the meeting of divers families to- 
eether,for family worſhip among 
them; and give this reaſon for it, 
That irtendeth to the prejudice 
of the publick Miniſtry , and 
Schiſm in the Church; and there. 
Scos Fforegive this in charge, Ae fa 
trhe mily worſhip, a (pecial care iu t0 be 
Aſlembly bad, ſay they » that each family} 


WO keep by themſelves. This counſel F 


of theirs our Presbyterian Aſſem. Þ 
bly thought fic to prefix before | 
their larger Catechiſm z which | 
ſheweth they approved ic. I have | 

now anſwered the four Infinua- Fri 
tions of difference, between the | 
ſtare of the Pariſh j Churches 

now, and their ſtate in Presby- | 
teriandays: And by whatTI have | 
ſaid, I conceive it appeareth evi- | 

dently, that there is no ſubſtan- Rt 
rial difference between the ſtate 


of 
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of the Pariſh Churches now, and 


their-ftate in the long Parliament 
days, wherefore +0 juſtifie their 
ſeparation froni them : ſo that 
whatever the Presbyterians ſaid 
then, of the Schiſm-and fin of ga- 
__ Churches out of the Pa- 
riſh Churches, will fall heavy up- * 


-| on themſelves, if they ſhall do, 


- Þ} as others did before them ; nay 


8 far heavier, becauſe the ſtate of 


y | the Pariſh Churches in England, 


| fince - the Re-eſtabliſhment of 
- © Epiſcopacy, hath been much betr- 


| 
0 
| © be ſmall)but the means of ſaving 
 Bfaith and knowledge are there, 

L becaufe there is the holy Scrip- 


| 


[ter than before i» many reſpetts: 


Becauſe, x. Now we have cauſe 
to hope, there are not many Pa- 
riſh Churches (though the means 


tures read, there is the Prayers 
of the Church, there is the Ar- 
ticles of Faith, the Lords Prayer, 
the Creed, the Ten Command- 

| ments, 
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ments, Pſalms, Sacraments ad}, 
Howilies, if not other Sermons : þy, 
But in the long Parliament days, 
after the Biſhops and Liturgy 
were gone, now generally in theþ 
places of very ſmail means, the ſj 
Church doors have been ſhut up, 
and, asSis faid, all publick wor-f 
ſhip of God, for a conſiderable 
time together ceaſed,and thepeo. 
ple delivered up as a prey to all 
forts of Hereticks and Decejvers, 
2. In the beſt places, the loſs of 
the Ziturgy was undoubtedly 4 
great loſs to the Church, becauſe 
it condeſcendeth to theweakneſs 
of the weak, which the ex remps- 
re prayers of moſt Miniſters doth 
not ; and then too, becauſe of the 
unruly paſſions, prejudices, etrors 
and other infirmities of Miniſters 
of divided parties, the diſuſe of 
the Lords Prayer,the nofi-repeat- 
ing of the Creed, Ter Command: 
ments, the notcalling the people 

to 
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ad}, make publick Confeſſion of 
S: their faith, the lighting of In- 
ant Baptiſm, the tocal negle&t 
5) þf the Sacrament of the Lords 
he apper in many places, rendred 
he Fhe ſtate of the Pariſh Churches 
P Keplorable then, But now by che 
T kdyantage of a publick Eſtabliſh- 
JJ ent, the Pariſh Churches ure 
O-Fevery day growing into a better 
Ul.ondition, What then will be 
S.fthe fin and evil of 'thoſe men, 
off:hat inſtead of repenting of for- 
mer raſhneſſes, will ſee their hand 
le awailn to the ſame Church ruining 
work 2 


oO 
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Argument X[Il. 
We muſt diſtinguiſh between tole- 


rable and intolerable Mini- 
fters. In. ſome of the Pariſh 
Churches the Minifter us in- 
tolerable, and not fit to be a 
Miniſter ; and for this cauſe 


"tis lawful to gather Churches, | 


I \ A J Hat think you of Hoph. 

V 2»: and ——r.omy the Ss 
ſons of Eli, they were for their 
prophaneneſs intolerable Mini- 
ſters: They were ſons of Belia!, 
that knew not the Lord, and 
yet no ſeparation from them as 
Prieſts , juſtifiable. The people 
that began to abhor the Ordi- 
nances upon their 2ccount, are 
called tranſgreflors, 1 Sam. 2.24: 
as 
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2s hath .been noted once before: 
ſo that though they. were intole. 


[rable before God, as to their own 


erſons, and therefore ought ro 
Love been excluded : They were 
tolerable before the- Chanrch, as 
to Church Adminiſtration ſo 
long as they enjoyed the Prieſts 
Office, and not legally ejeed. 
What'fthink you of the Scribes 
and Pharifees, that ſaid and did 


not, whoſe converſation Chriſt 


hiniſelf 'relleth us was a perfe&t 
contradiction to their doctrine : 
ſurely fuch are intolerable Mini- 
ſters before God ; but as ro the 
peoples communicating with fuch 
in Church Adminiſtrations, they 
were tolerable, for Chriſt com- 
mandeth his own ' Diſciples to 
communicate with them, Matrh. 
22. 2, thereaſon is this, becauſe 
order muſt be kept, and the bleſ- 
ſing of: Ordinances dependeth 


not upon the goodneſs of the 
Admi- 


Church» 
Goyern- 
ment, p. 
I 41, 


yet. before God is a finful Inva- 


whoſe abilities are not firſt ery- 
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Adminiſtrators, bur the bleſſing 
of the Inſtitucor. * In one word, 
«(ith Mr. Bexter, the Church is 
© bound to rake many a man as a 
©erne Miniſter to them, and re- 
©ceive the Ordinances from him 
Fin faich and expectation of a 
© bleſſing , upon promiſe , who 


* der, an Uſuper of the Miniſtry, 
* and ſhall be condemned for it. 

Bur 2. By the Eccleſiaſtical 
Law, no man entreth the Mini- 


ſtry in the Church of Exeland, 


ed by Learned men, able to judge 
of mens fitneſs, who cableribe 
not to the Book of Articles, and 
of whoſe holy and ſober conver- 
ſation, ſatisfaction is not firſt re- 
ceived.In caſe any Miniſter prove 
otherwiſe, and become in tolera- 
ble, the people ought not to right 
themſelves by Separation, bur in 
s legal way, by the _—— of 
aw- 


| 
| 
l 
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lawful Authority; becayſe other. 
wiſe,if the people once get head, 
break looſe from the reins of Go- 
yernment, and turn Reformers, 
the remedy , in reſpec of the. 
publick, will be worſe than the 
diſeaſe, to a particular Pariſh, 
'Tis todeſpiſeGovernment,break 


"| order , introduce Anarchy, the 


mentable conſequence whereof, 
Eno land hath found by woful ex- 
perience, and'tis to be wiſhed ir 


"| may be a warning co all Engliſh 


/-Fheed of all diſorderly motions 


d 
of 
I - 
7C 
I 
bt 
n 


f 


Cx 


res for the furure, to ;take 


*\nd proceedings. 
Ie 


3. Intolerable Miniſters, whe- 
ther by hereſfie or prophaneneſs, 
on complaint made, and (uffici- 


ent proof , cannot continue in 
their places, and therefore there 
will be no need of Separation 
upon this account, The Biſhops 
larely have turned out divers for 
ſcandal, and are very ſevere = 
rae 
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the point, and reſolve to be 
more ſo. 

4- The common people, ex- 
cept in ſome notorious caſe of 
debauchery and prophanels , are 
no competent Diner who are 
tolerable, and who are intolera- 
ble; but leſs able to judge now [V1 
than ever, becauſe upon Aifturb- 
ing onr fixed ſtate Eccleſiaſtical, 


and breaking the hedge of Go-|/ic 


vernment, a Serpent hath bit us, 
I mean, the Devil took his op- 
portunity, and fill'd the Nation 
with Hereticks and Impoſtors, 
ſo that the peoples heads” are 
fill'd with odd notions, mad opi- 
nions, and hair-brain'd fancies, 
all over England, Mr. Edwards 
telleth 'us, that in a ſhort time 
180 errours _—_ among ſt us: 
Mr. Caſz telleth che Parliament, 
That the errours in the Biſhops 
days, werebut tolerable trifles, but 
now, ſaith he, the Nation i filled | 

with 


f 
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with! doffrines of ; Devils. Tothis In 30 E- 


effe., Mr. Peoli, Mr. Cranford, 


. jand Mr.; Merton telbus', that: in Book for 
the-Biſhops -days,. Erroars wdlk- CY 
6 (edi bt dark : But bow ſay they,cum Hy 
peivilegio , forthe mure ſpeedy cyp- Ghoſt. 
rupting :the-people.. Sixty \ and! odd '***- 


Miniſters;-of the City of-: Lonapxy 


. fjoyn in-ah Exhotcation: to: their 


people; and-rell them, that hor- 
rid aad>hideous: errours Had for 
ſome years paſt; aboanded': a- 
mongſt us'againſt Scriptures, Det 
ty of Chtiſt, Holy Ghoſt, Trinicy, 
Immortality-of' rhe.Soul, Reſur- 
retion-of- the dead,' Heaven and: 


. Hell, decrying'and abuſing: Or- 


dinances,, as- ſo. many. empty! 
forms; that the truths of Cher- 
ſtianity were in danger of- being 
buried -under-the heap and: rub- 
biſh of all ſorts of errours : This 
the-Church-got- by: turning out 
the Biſhops, Now: whuſt the Na- 
tion is Thus infeRed, 'tis impoſh- 

K iT 
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ble the common people ſhould be |; 


able to make judgement of the 
tolerableneſs or intolerableneſs 
of Miniſters: Perſons will now be 
judged tolerable or intolerable, 
not, according to the reaſon of 
the thing, bur as they either hit 
or miſs particular by opinions ta- 
ken up by divided parties. 

. If it be the duty of every 
individual member of theChurch, 
ro fit in judgement of the tole- 
rableneſs and intolerableneſs of 
the legal Miniſters ; and if judg- 
ed intolerable, then to ſeparate 
into a new Charch, what can fol. 
low upon this practiſe, but Sepa- 
ration upon Separation to the 
end of the world, and that from 
one end of the Nation to the 
other? For there is no mag,though 
never ſo worthy, but by ſome 
filly and erroneous perſons will 
be thought intolerable, In my 
humble opinion, inſtead of feed- 


ing 


(143i) 
ing the wanton humour of Sepaz 
ration, by ſuch Infinuations-.as 
theſe, it were better for the poor 
people to hear the wiſe counſel 
of Solomon , againſt ſe}f-confi- 
dence, Prove 3.6. and Pax! the 
Apoſtles counſel to the Church 
members at Rome, againſt (elf- 
conceit, Rom, 12, 16, and that 
every man- would think ſoberly 
of himſelf: ir were better forthe 
common people to hear of 'mo- 
deſty, poverty of Spirit, the'du- 
ty of humility, and how impro- 
bable it is for them to make fo 
true and ſo goed a judgement for 
themſelves, as their lawful -Gop- 
vernors,in ſuch'a ſettled Church 
as ours is, than' to be ſuppoſed 
able and fit tojudge their Mini- 
ſters and Judges. *Tis impoſhble 
we ſhould ever be happy, till the 
people have learn'd 'to think 
more meanly of themfelves, and 
more honorably of their Gover- 
K 2 nors, 
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nors, as Mr, Baxter hath often 
told us. 
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Argument XIII, 


Some Pariſh (hurches about 

.*, London, are grown too_nu- 

/ merons, that all cannot come 
to the Pariſh Churches ; there- 
fore, &c. 


Here lieth the reaſon 
of the practical infe- 
rence of the Brethren, from 
theſe premiſes : Some Pariſh 
Churches about Londen , cannot 
contain their members ; There- 
fore Nonconformiſts may law- 
fully gather Churches all Zng- 
land over, *Tis well known, they 
that gather Churches out of the 
Pariſh Churches, have no regard 
co 
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to any of theſe circumſtances; 
but gather them ont'of 'the Pa- 
riſh Churches, and practiſe the 
Sacraments among them where 
ever they are: And by ſome ir 
is obſerved, that for 'the moſt 
part they gather Chuzches in 
-great Cities where there is no 


2. Where the caſe of any Pa- 
riſh is ſuch, the people ſhonld 
be taught to remonſtrate 'their 
caſe to lawful Authority, that 
Tabernaciles may be built, as 
hath, been in divers places in 
the City , ſince the fire, till a 
way can be found for buildin 
more Churches or Chappels, 2nd 
alſo to. appoint them ſome pious, 
peaceable, orthodox Miniſters to 
officiate, which would be pre- 
ſently granted. This isGod sway, 
becanſe orderly: The other way 
is tumultuous, and tendeth to 
ſedition, and to practiſe without 

K 3 all 
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_ all reverence of Authority, and 
aS if we did not look upon our 
ſelves as members: of an eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, but as a com- 
, pany of ſcattered Chriſtians in 
2 Pagan Country, 

3. Till .Tabernacles can be 
built , there are neigbouring 
Churches capable of more than 
their own Pariſhes, to whjch they 
' may reſort, | 

4+ The Pariſh Churches. now 
that are ſo numerous, were ſo 
too when Presbyterians cryed out 
of gathering Churches out of 
the -Pariſh Churches by the In- 
dependents :: Beſides the Plagye 
in 1665. bath deſtroyed many 
thouſands fince z therefore this 
is-no Argument to juſtifie Sepa- 
tion now, no more than it wa: 
in thoſedays, 


Argu: 
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Argument - XIV: 


That the Conformiſts in the pub- 
lick Temples are not enough 
to preach to the people, and 
defend them from Popery : 
Non-Conformiſts therefore 
ought to belp , and 'tis their 
duty , though they gather 
Churches : And the Pariſh 
bounds are not of Divine Ins 
ſlitution. = 
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Is WAY Eee the publick Mi- A»ſw; 


niſters be enough to 
carry on the publick Services, or 
not enough, is a matter proper 
for for the conſideration and 
judgement of the —— 
Church, into whoſe hands the 
Law hath put ſuch trufts ; nor 
_ K4 pro- 
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proper for private perſons, fur- 
hs wha S remonſtrate-and pe- 
tition : If private perſons ſhall 
preſume to make themſelves 
Judges.in matters of publick cpg- 
nizance, and practiſe upon their 
own judgement , contrary to 

the' publick Laws, in ſuch a 
fertled Church:as the Church of 
Enghend 'iS: *Tis impoſſible.for 
ſuch perſons to-paſs without cen- 
{ure of turbulent. Mr. {@wdry 

Indepen- talleth Dr. Omer of a cafe like 
—_ his, and ſaith; Tis an Anabap- 
Schiſm, © tiſtical 2urſter-principle at the . 
?. 79% © bottom. 

..2.; Whereas *tis ſaid, the Pa-ſ 
riſh-bounds are not of diwine 1n-ſ 
ſtitution. I aniwer, *Tis true they 
are not of divine Inſtitation (111 to- 
tidem verbs) they are no where 
particularly ,inſticured in ,the 
New Teſtament: Bur they are 
of divine Inſtitution, as the Law: 
of Nature are divine, and a: 

| they 
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they are contained in the gene- 
ral*'Rules' bf the Word , where 
there are no particular Rules in 
the caſe, I Cor. 14. Let all things 
be done aecently , orderly , and for 
ea:fication: . ' Which is impoſſible 
to do inſuch agreat Nation of 
Chriſtian Profeſlors as £»pland is, 
if the whole be not put into 
parts, under particular Paſtors; 
as the General of an Army pur- 
teth his Souldiers: and alſo if 
the parts offer to break their 

Ranks, and refuſe to keep their 
| proper places and ftations ap- 
pointed by Authority : As they 
| do with a witneſs, that forſaking 


| their own Minifter and Neigh- 


bonrhood, to whoſe conduct and 
communion Gods Providence 
and the Laws of the Land have 
commitred them, take the bold- 
neſs tro ſettle themſelves in a 
ſtated way of Church Commu- 
nion with others, ſcattered _ 
an 
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and there, without anyregard to 
Governors or the Government. 

3. Whereas 'tis ſaid, the peo- 
ple want the help of more Mini- 
ſters than Conformiſts , to de- 
fenq-them from Popery, and for 
this Nonconformiſts may gather 
Churches : 

Anſw. 1. This Separation Mr. 
Baxter and the Zoxwdon Miniſters 
tell us, ſcattereth the Mem- 
| bers, and cutteth the Churchin- 
to ſhreds; what offence or de- 
fence can the Church in ſuch a 
ſhattered condition,make againſt 
an Adverſary « The ſtrength of 
a Church in every Nation , as 
well as an Army, lieth in the 
union of the whole into one body, 
with ſome governing Church 
power over the whole : By virtue 
of which union, the whole, in all 
the parts, 5<come capable of the 
ſuccouring if nences of the whole, 
and without which union it is 
im- 
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impeſſible: Theſe things are evi- 
dent by the light of Nature, and 
the ſafety of the whole is con- 
cerned in the orderly motion of 
the parts, in their feveral places 
and ſtations: For a Nonconfor- 
miſt then to the publick Eſta- 
bliſhment, to preſume to ga- 
ther Churches out of the Pariſh 
Churches , what doth he but in- 
troduce Anarchy, and overthrow 
allChurch Government? which to 
do, is not to ſave the people from 
Popery, but to betray them to it. 
In this I ſay nothing, but ac- 
cording to the ſenſe of moſt jadi- 
cious Presbyterian. In his ſe- 
cond Diſourſe of the Religion of 
Enoland,p.44.ſpeaking of thecon- 
_ Nonconformiſt, he ſaith, 
© They would rather help to 
© bear up the preſent Ecclefiaſti- 
© cal ſtate, than that Popery ſhould 
© break in by Anarchy , or the 
£ the diſſolution of all gs 
*Go- 
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[7 © Government, Again, *An am, 


© ple fixed ſtate Ecclefiaſtical, is 
©neceſſary to uphold and increaſe 
© the Religion, as well againſt in- 
© fidelirty,as againſt Popeyy. So,thath; 
inthe judgement of rhis LearnedJ: 
Author, to diſturb our fix'd ſtate 
Eccleſiaftical, which is Cone with: 
a witneſs by diſorderly gather. 
ing Churches, and running into 
parties: This is the way to bring. 
in Popery , and not to keep ith: 
out. G 
4+ To ſcatter the Pariſh}: 
Churches by Separation, is ſof: 
far from affording help againſt 
Popery, 'that tis notoriouſly ro 
proſecute' the Jeſuires deſigns 
'and councils for the reducing us 
to Popery,which is to do all they 
can to keep the Church of Exp- 
land everlaſtingly in in unfixed 
ſtatez there being nothing they 
dread ſo much, as our getting 
into order again : * Our founda- 
| © t10N 
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NJ: tion, ſaith one of them, muſt Prins 1n- 
5c be mutation, this will cauſe a 7? 
© relaxation; , which ſerveth as © 

NJ: ſo many violent diſeaſes, as the 

* Stone, Gout, to the ſpeedy de- 

I: ftruion, &c. 

oy Again, *If the Puritans get the Read Mr, 
thi: day, we ſhall make great ad- 5277 
Tf vantageof it; for they will be Catho- 
OF unſettled, and all inpieces; and U<5: ?- 
>| not know how to ſettle the Go- ”—_ 

ty: vernment. 

Again, © FaQtions and.diſtraQti- 

ſh}: ons give us footing for-continu- 

of« al attempts, To make all (ure, 

ith: we will: ſecretly have-our party 

Of among the Puritans - alſo, that 

15] © we may be ſure to maintain our 

5] * intereſt; which way ever the 

Tf * world go. 

2-| <Cheriſh their diſſentions,ſaith -<a-%y 
df dam Contren the Jeſuite, ſpeak- pJjricts, 
YE © ing of Proteſtants, and: when 
Sf ©all men fee, there is.nothing 
*certain among them, the people 
< will 
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© will eaſily yield, meaning to 
Popery. To this purpoſe Mr.3ex- 
zer telleth us, © that in a diſguiſe 
* they thruſt themſelves into all 
< Sets and parties,not only Ana: 
* baptiſts, and Independents are 
* animated by them,but they ani- 
* mate the Vaniſts, Behmeniſts , 
© and other Enthuftaſts, the Seek- 
© ers, the Quakers,the Origeniſts, 
*and all the Juglers and hiders of 
© the times. 

How then can it be adviſable 
for us, by ES ſeparate 
Meetings from the Pariſh Chur- 
ches, to make ſtill more Recepta- 
cles for the Jeſuites to play their 
pranks in. 

5. And laſtly, There are not 
very many Miniſters that are fit 
to meddle much in / the Popiſh 
Controverſies, either by diſpu- 
ting or preaching , eſpecially in 
the private Meetings, that are ſo 
full of diſtrations and odd opi- 


nions, 
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nions. There is nothing pleaſeth 
2 Learned Jeſuite better, than 
to hear ſome of the private 
Meeting Miniſters , undertake 
to diſpute or preach againſt Po- 
ery ; becauſe the moſt of them 
ng more Confidence than 
Learning, and more heat than 
light, they will either miſtake 
the queſtion, or elſe through ig- 
norance or prejudice, - call that 
Popery which is not, or elſe 
charge them with that they are 
not guilty of, or at beſt make a 
weak defence: So that the Ad- 
verſary rather gaineth ground, 
than loſeth by ſuch oppoſitions. 

When the Jeſuites get into 
one of the ſeparate Meetings, 
and hear them cry out of Epiſ- 
copal Government and Ordina- 
tion, as Popiſh and Antichriſti- 
an , what ſport this maketh 
them, may eaſily be conceived, 
for that the Brethren themſelves 
are 


Fus divin. 
Miniſter, 
Angl. p. 
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are forced to confeſs that there 
was no other way of entring 
the Miniſtry for many hundred 
years. | 

Again, Art other times to 
hear the Common-prayer Book 
reviled for Popiſh, and the Mi- 
niſters maintenance by Tythes 
Popiſh , and then the Pariſh 
bounds Popiſh at laſt, Infant 
Baptiſm Popiſh and Aatichri- 
ſtian : I ſay, ic cannot be ima- 
gined what pleaſure it- muſt be 
to the Adverlary, to figd when 
Popery is oppoſed, thoſe things 
are condemned for Popery and 
Antichriſtian , which the whole 
Chriſtian world for many han- 
dreds of - years hath owned for 
unqueſtionable good things: and 
by this means, inſtead of diſ- 
gracing - the Pope , we put ho- 
nour upon the Pope, as Mr.Vines 
the learned Presbyterian Mini- 
ſter once obſerved andfaid, * At 
© this 
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* chis rate , ſaith he, of counting 
, _ Popiſh and Antichriſtian , 
© we ſhall make the Pope and Anti- 
* chriſt a brave fellow ſhortly , by 
* making him the Author of ſo ma- 
* ny good things, - 


———_ 


Argument . XVI. 


We are told of ſeparating from 
the Church of England, but 
we do not know What the 
Church of England is , and 
why it ſhould not be as well 
Schiſm for the Pariſh Church 
Members not to frequent the 
Private Churches, as for the 
private Separate ( barcbes not 
to frequent them, we know not. 


I, ur New Non-conformiſts 
are ir ſeemerh come very 
L ncar 


B arrow, 
G-een 


others . 
Mr. Reb- © The Church of England is a True 


band every c 
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near ſhaking hands with the old 
Browniſts : They indeed conld nor 
tell what the Church of England 
was, but the Old Non-conformiſts 
could tell z for notwithſtanding 
their Nonconformity, they owned 
the Church of England ſtill co be x 
True Church, in the ſame ſenſe 
with the Conformiſts z as appear- 
eth by their Book againſt Barrow 
and wherein they ſay thus; 


Church of Chriſt, and ſuch a-one 
© as whoſoever wittingly and wil- 
© lingly ſeparatech himſelf, curterh 
© himſelf from Chriſt. They reckon 
their Ordination by Biſhops valid, 
the Oath of Canonical Obedience to 
them lawful ; their Suſpenſions and 
Deprivations (if according to the 
Law of the Land) ro be yielded to. 

So long as the Biſhops. ſuſpend 
and deprive according to the Law 
of the nr © We account of the 
*aRion herein (ſay they) as the AR 
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© of the Church, which we may and 
* ought to reverence and yield un- 
c to. 

The London Miniſters alſo when 
they writ their Book called, The Di- 
vive Right of the Miniſtry, they did 
not think the Church of England 
ſuch a firange thing, neither in 
name nor thiag. They argue thus: 
If all the Churches in the world are 
called One Church, ler no man be 
offended if all the Congregations in 
England be called The Church of 


- England. 


2, Bur now it 15 made a que- 
ſion what is the Church of England > 

Anſ. 1. Upon this occalion , [ 
would by the way admonith all ho- 
neſt men totake heed of entertain- 
ing the f-ft ſcruples of conformicy 
tothe Church of England, becauſe 
men know not what will become of 
their {cruples, nor where to make 
an end of them, to the unſpeaka- 
ble damage of the Church and 
L 2 them- 


Tus divis 
num Þ. 14, 
MinSterts. 
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themſelves, and of the great intereſt 
of Chriſtian Religion in the main ; 
inſomuch that if the queſtion were 
put ſince the Reformation , What 
fruit of them, it muſt be anſwered, 
None , but ſuch whereof we are a- 
ſhamed, eventhe lamentable decay 
of the moral part of Religion, ſtrain- 
ing at gnats , and ſwallowing ca- 
mels. This by the by, 

Now for anſwer to the queſtion, 

2. What is the Church of Zng: 
land? 

Anſ. It is a Company of Chri- 


ſtian Profeſſors of faith in Chriſt, i 
habiting the Engliſh Nation , und 
one Civil Government, by the Law 
united into one EccleſiaſticalSocier 
(though parted into many Congre 
gations) under a publick Mini 
rial Church-governing power ove! 
the whole, called the National 5y 
nod under the higheſt power, Thi 
isthe Church of Exgland. 
And it is a true Political _— 
there 
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there is the governing part, and the 
overned part ; and both parts take 

the name of the Church, as it was 

in the Jewiſh Church ; the govern- Numb.z5. 
ing part the Sanbedrin, as well as 

the governed part the People 3 both Jothua » 0. 
parts take the name of the Church. 4 5» 6: 
And as in the Church of Scotland, 

the General Aſſembly rake the 

name of the Church of Scoland ; 

So in England, the Synod of Eng- 

land take the name of Church of 

England, 

And Mr. Rathband the old Non- '"*- —_ 
conformiſt telleth Barrow the 
Browniſt, who ſpake ſlightingly of 
the Church of England, as now the 
new Separatiſts do ; I ſay he telleth 
them, Thar all the known Churches 
in the world acknowledge our 
Church , ſpeaking of che Church 
of England for their Siſter, Fur- 
ther ſaith, That never any one Re- 
formed Church made queſtion of 
irc, That the womb of the Church 
Ln of 
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of England bare the Queſtioniſts 
themſelves, and that her paps gave 
them ſuck, is well known z Thar it 
js a Church that hath brought forth 
and brought up as many learned 
men and good Chriſtians as any 
Church in the world. And this hath 
been acknowledged by the learned 
men of other Churches, 

Being thus we are furniſhed with 
a true meaſure for the judging of 
criminal Schiſm in England, and 
are helped to anſwer a new and an 
odd queſtion z Vhy it ſhould not 
as well be called Schiſm for the Pa- 
riſh Church Members, not to hold 
communion with the ſeparate A(- 
ſemblies , as it is called Schiſm in 
the ſeparate Aſſemblies ro with- 
draw from the Pariſh Churches. 

The Anſwer is this, becauſe the 
Pariſh Church Members, by keep- 
ing to the Pariſh Churches and Mi- 
niſtry , they keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace; they 
maintain 


(137); 
maintain publick charity ; they ob- 
ſerve publick order according to the 
eſtabliſhr Laws ; they keep- their 
ranks and hold their places, where 
the Law and R ight Reaſon hath'fix- 
ed them, Theſe are therefore the 
only regular Aſſemblies, | 
As for the ſeparate Meetings 

Churches gathered our of the 'Pa- 
riſh Churches, they are like ſo ma- 
ny 'Mutineers in an” Army , char 
break all publick order, let goche- 
rity, offer a publick affront to the 
Laws, difturb our fixed Ecclefiaſi- 
cal State 3 and therefore are unlaw- 
ful Aſſemblies, and nor to be fre- 
quented, bur avoided as the 
makers of diviſion, Neither is it 
poſſible for rhe Brethren chat fe- 
parate upon the terms that rhey now 
praQiſeit, to give us any definition 
of ſchiſm , that either themſelves 
heretofore, or the Chriſtian Church 
did ever account good : bur it will 
ſtick as cloſe to them as rhe $skinto 
their fleſh, L 4 0bj, 


Rem, 16. | 


(152) 


0bj. But if it be: objeRed, as 1 


have heard it hath; They that give 
che cauſe make the Schiſm. ' 
Anſ. Lanſwer, The Brethren do 


not diſtinguiſh berween the occali-- 


on of a thing by ſome Accident, and 
the Real cauſe of « thing. Though it 
ſhould be granted that Eccleſiaſti- 
calImpoſirions, as conditions of ſa- 
cramental communion , ſuch as the 
Croſs and Kneeling , through the 
weakneſsof people may become an 
occaſion, it will never be proyed that 
any Impoſitions are the real conſe, 
except they could be proved to be 
ſomewhere or 'other forbidden in 
Gods Word, and that as plainly as 
obedience to lawful Authority in 
Jawful things is commanded in 
Gods Word, This Mr. Baxter and 
many others hath rcaught- us : Bur 
for this no man of our new Sepa- 
ratiſts hath ever had the confidence 
to affirm z ſo that culpable ſchiſaq 
lieth upon all the ſeparate Con- 


gregg- 
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gregarions from the Church of Eng-: 
apd old and new. 

Obj. That may bea fin to one 
man that is not ſo to another ;. To 
him that zhinkch ir a fin to ſepa- 
rate from the Pariſh Churches it 
will be fin, but to me ir isno (in. 

Anſ. The Text referred to by the 
Objecor concerneth the eating or 
not eating of this or that meat, 
and the obſerving or not obſerving 
dayes, ations that in their own ne- 
ture are neither good nor evil: And 
in reſpe& of ſuch things, error of 
conſcience in one man will make 
that unlawful to him that is not fo 
to another, 

But in reſpe& of things morally 
evil , no error of conſcience can 
make ſuch things good to any man 
which are in themſelves evil. Thefer 
will be Thefc, and Murther will 
be Murther , and Adultery , A- 
dulteryz and ſo Schiſm will be 
Schiſa, in the man that commirreth 
theſe 


Anſw. 
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theſe fins : Ler any 'mans' private 
thinking of theſe things be what it 
will, no mahs error of conſcience 
one way or other can alter 'the na- 
eure eicher of moral good or evil. ' 


Argument XVII. 


To deſert ones Miniſtry is not law- 
ful, *tis a piece of ſacriledge. 
We cannot preach except we 
have bearers, we cannot have 
bearers, but Members of ſome 
Pariſh Churches : Therefore 
we muſt gather Churches, 


I. Q7 Auſtin (aid, A man ſhould 

not commit the leaſt evil of fin 
to ſave all the damned from Hell : 
And St. Paszl took it for a notorious 
ſlander in any man that reported 
him for one that ſaid men may do 
evil 
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evil that good may come. A good 
Chriſtian is bound to do good 
though evil come to him for it; I 
mean the evil of aflition. Bur the 


che Chriſtian Religion will ſuffer no Row. 3.8 


man to commit the evil of ſin, thar 
good may come to himſelf or others 
by it. Now to gather Churches our 
of the Pariſh Churches, with which 
communion may be held without 
fin, maketh men guilty of a moſt 

horrible Schiſm, becauſe it is to ſe- 
- parate without any ſufficient cauſe : 
*Tis to tear and rend a Church to 
pieces,and cut it into ſhreds only for 
perſonal richer Church-priviledges, 
or ſecular ends : *Tis ſuch a mon- 
trous art of uncharitableneſs , thar 
the new nature loatherh to think of 
ir, 

Now, that Communion may be 
held without fin in the Pariſh 
Churches, the Brethren acknowledg 
ic, Mr. Baxter himſelf praQtiſerh it, 


and hath writ a Book to per{wade giyiſions; 


the 
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the-Brethren to it ; and telleth us at 
a full mecting, The Miniſters a- 
greed it lawful and fit. 

Now I would know then by what 
good authority this ſeparating pra- 
Riſe upon theſe terms can be juſtifi- 
ed from the guilt of che moſt horri- 
ble Schiſm that ever was heard ofin 
the Chriſtian world. 

Obj. Bar ſaith the ObjeQor, To 
deſert ones Miniſtry is not lawſul, 
'tis a point of Sacriledge. 

Anſ. 1, This Argument is caſi- 
ly anſwered, by diſtinguiſhing up- 
on the non-exerciſe of the Miniſte- 
rial Office. 

"Tis one thing voluntarily to de- 
ſert one- Miniſtry, by running to 4»- 
nother Calling for taſe, profit, ho- 
noxr, or fear of perſecution, Ano- 
ther thing to ſuffer ſuſpenſion of the 
preſent exerciſe of the Miniſterial 
Office, in a particular place, by the 
Laws of the Chriſtian Church in 
the Land where a man liveth againſt 
ones 
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ones will. Theſe are two things far and 
widely differing one from another. 

To do the firft, is a (omplication of ma- 
ny vices, and 1s1n plainneſs a wicked Sa- 
criledge 3 and ſuch men are not fir for the 
Kingdom of God : 

Bur the ſecond is the Illuſtration of 
four Cardinal virtues, Humility, CMeck- 
kneſs, Self-denial, Obedience. Some of the 
Virrues all men pac off to roo great a de- 
gree, which they pur on ſeparation from 
the Pariſh Churches of England, 

2. A man that ſufferech ſuſpenſion of 
the exerciſe of his Miniſterial Office in a 
parcicular place by the Laws of the Land, 
in a ſtace of che rrue Religion, doth nor de- 
ſert his Miniſterial Office, becauſe his Mi- 
niſterial Office relatech in che firſt place 
to the Catholick Church, in all che Coun- 
tries of che world, as che Brethten have 
always urged againſt the Independents. 
So that if a Miniſter be ſuſpended in one 
place, he may remove to another. 

Suſpenſion 1s not like Excommunicati- 
on : If a man be legally excommunicated 
in one place, his Excommuanicacion ( if 
known ) may and ought co be a bar a- 
gainſt his communion with che Church 
all over che world, becauſe Excommuni- 
cagon 


(1583) 
cation reſpeRech the Cacholick Church, 
ſo doth nor Suſpenſion, The juſt reaſons 
of Excommunication are the ſame all o- 
ver the world, which is obſtiaare perfiſt- 
ing in great cranſgreſſions cf che general 
Precepts of the Goſpel. 

Buc Suſpenſions may be j«ft in parti- 
cular Countries z not only for crimes, bur 
for not complying with publick Eccleſiaftical 
Conſtitutions for the Government and Dif- 
cipline of che Church, and orderly and 
decent adminiſtracion of the Ordinances, 
though chrough weakneſs of judgment : 
The reaſon is this, becauſe the good of Or- 
der in an eſtabliſhr Church is greater co 
the Pablick, than the uſe of particular 
mens gifcs. 

{ alvinſaich, * Some orderly form ought 
© chiefly cobe obſerved in Churches which 


« Gare beſt mainrained by a well fram'd dif- 


© poſition of all chings, And further, * Be- 
© cauſe of che grear variety thar is in mens 
© e Manners, Minds, Judgments, Wits, 
© No policy can be ſtedfaſt enough, unleſs 
© ir be cſtablithed by cercrain Laws. He 
ſaich alſo, *There muſt be an appointed 
©* Form, or no orderly uſage can be obſer- 
©yed. Furcher he' ſaich, * Without ſuch 
* Laws Churches are diſſolved from their 
| © news, 
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© finews, and utterly deformed and ſcattered 
© broad. 


3. That ſuſpended Miniſters in the - Fagliſh 


Church for Non-confermity ſhould acquieſce 
therein , was the judgmenc of che old Non-con- 
formiſts. It hath been taken notice of already, p.27. 
in anſwer co the Eighth Argument ; by which cves 
ry one may take notice how far the preſent Non- 
conformiſts are departed from the judgments of che 
old Non-conformiſts, and gone into the way of 
Browniſts, By the way take notice what a danges 


| rous ſlippery _ the path of ſeparation from the 


Pariſh Churches 1s. 

4. And laſtly, To conclude, If there were any 
thing of ſacriledge in the caſe, it cannot lye upon 
che Miniſters chat ſuffer ſuſpenfion, becauſe ro com=- 


mir ſacriledge, is to be aRive in a thing, 'cis tobe - 


a praQtiſer of the evil of /s ; Bur co ſuffer a legal 
Suſpenſion 1s to be paſſive, 'cis to be a ſufferer of 
the evil of -ffliftion, 

If che Church ſuffer by che non-exerciſe of the 
Miniſterial Office by ſuſpended Miniſters, in reaſon 
they muſt anſwer for ic chac make the Laws z buc 
cunity , need never fear being charged with che 
duty. 

I conclude with che Saying of a judicious pious 
Non-conformiſt, in a Book called 7 be Second Diſ* 


cowr ſe of the Religion of England, p. 48. 
©Ido 
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© I dohere ſolemuly profeſs that T am chiefly folli- 
Second Diſcourſe * citous for the tranquillicy and reſt 
of the Religion'® of a troubled Nation; as for my 
of Exglazd. p.48, © own concernment, my deprivation 
©;s an affliction to me : AndI would do any thing 
© chat were not {in to me, to recover the liberty of my 
© pablick ſervice in the Church : Burt if it cannot be, 
© Iſubmic to his good pleaſure by whoſe derermi- 


4 


© minate counſel all things are broughr co paſs 3 and} 


cm contented to remain a filenced ſufferer for conſci-| 


= 
4 
. 


© ence towards God, Note this, That that which! 
the Objecor reckoned the fin of wicked facriledge, | 
this learned Man to the old Non-conformiſts rec-" 


koneth to be the duty of Chriſtian parience. 

Again in another place, rouched once before, © An 
© ample fixed State Eccleſiaſtical is neceſſary ro up- 
© hold and increaſe rrue Religion as well againft 
© Infideliry as againſt Popery : The looſe part of 


© the world would turn to a wearineſs, and con- 
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© tempt of divine Inſticurions : And Chriſtianity : 


6 it ſelf would be much endangered in a ſtate of 
© Mtaxy and Unfixedneſs. By this the Reader may 


ſee how the preſenc Church-confounding pragice | 


of the Brethren is condemned by one of chemſelyes, 


In his judgment they arc in the way of endanger- 


ing, nor onely the Proteſtant Religion in England, | 


bur Chriſtianity it ſelf. 
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